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FOREWORD 

 

The year 2016 was a year of great preparations. Since January 2016 when identification 

teams in Bandia and Fathala reserves were determining age, sex and mother of each calf, the idea 

of organizing a conference on conservation of antelopes matured in our team. Where there are 

antelopes, there are often giraffes, as well. That applies twice as much to our team, since it has 

been studying giraffe behaviour for 10 years. So we were soon developing an idea to organize 

a conference on antelopes and giraffes (AG). And where there are giraffes, there are also 

hippos, so we launched an international-scale conference Antelope, giraffe, hippo in the 21st 

century: Conservation Action in Africa (AnGiHip 2017). The conference itself took place in 2017, 

therefore you cannot read directly about it in the Annual report for 2016. Yet news about it 

wound through the year like a red thread, this taught us much and became a stepping stone to 

further development of the working of our Association. 

Thanks to the visit of our rector Prof. Jiří Balík and Dean doc. Jan Banout to Senegal, the 

relationship with Cheikh Anta Diop University (UCAD) in Dakar was initiated. Afterwards, 

the UCAD’s rector honoured us by visiting us in Prague. In Senegal we also started the first 

negotiations about a new platform for eco-tourism which should turn the Western Derby eland 

in the eyes of tourists into a must-see animal. Most of the negotiations took place with the support 

of the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Dakar and under the leadership of chargé d'affaires 

Lenka Pokorná, thank you. 

We also thank all those who helped us in the last year, you help the elands survive, and 

thanks to your help we can eventually say at the end of 2016 that the number of Western Derby 

elands in reserves exceeded the magical one hundred! 

 

 

Ing. Karolína Brandlová, Ph.D. 

Chair of NGO Derbianus Conservation, z. s. 
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THE EVENTS OF THE YEAR 2016 

 

1. 1. Ostrava Zoo donates 1 CZK from each entrance fee to Western Derby elands 

11. 1. Anna Kubátová becomes a coordinator of volunteers 

14. 11. Signing of the Memorandum of Cooperation between the Czech University of Life 

Sciences (CULS) Prague and UCAD in Dakar, Senegal 

18. 11. First copy of the new mini-guide about Senegalese fauna for Senegalese children 

21. 1. Departure of the identification team to Senegal (Anna Kubátová, Markéta Grúňová) 

22. - 23. 1. Open Days at the Faculty of Tropical AgriSciences (FTA), CULS Prague 

26. 1. - 28. 2. Leah Drury from Knowsley Safari Park joins the identification team in Senegal 

1. 2. Collection of camera traps in Niokolo Koba National Park (NKNP) 

7. 2. Visit of Cardinal Vlk in Bandia Reserve and baptism of two eland calves 

11. - 12. 2. Participation in conference Zoological Days in České Budějovice with a poster on the 

genetics of elands 

17. 2. Lecture on travel to Senegal by car and results from camera traps, Prague (Pavla 

Jůnková Vymyslická and Tomáš Jůnek) 

19. 2. Dean of FTA, doc. Jan Banout, introduces elands at a travel lecture in Velvary 

8. 3. - 18. 3. Czech politicians in Senegal, elands were visited by members of the Committee for 

Environment of the Chamber of Deputies, Parliament of the Czech Republic (PCR) 

10. 3. Opening of a photography exhibition Conservation projects of the Ostrava Zoo (the 

elands are not missing!) 

16. 3. Meeting of the AG Committee of the Union of Czech and Slovak Zoos (UCSZOO) 

19. - 25. 3. Rector of CULS Prague, prof. Jiří Balík, and dean of FTA, doc. Jan Banout, on a visit 

to Bandia Reserve and UCAD in Senegal 

21. 3. Participation in the NGO event Začni s neziskovkou at the CULS Prague 

22. 3. Sale of our souvenirs starts in the ČZU Shop 

27. 3. Departure of Michal Verga and Jakub Jelen to Senegal - shooting of documentary The 

Dark Bush, starring Markéta Grúňová and Mathy Sané 

31. 3. Education exhibition in Fathala Wildlife Reserve is enriched with our information 

panels 

3. 4. RNDr. Petr H. Verner, CSc., one of the founders of NGO Derbianus Conservation 

deceased, we will remember him 

15. 4. Finishing of the document The Dark Bush 

19. 4. Anna Kubátová becomes a member of the Executive Committee 
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27. - 29. 4. International meeting of AG Taxon Advisory Group (TAG) in Dvůr Králové Zoo 

17. 5. Minister of Agriculture, Marian Jurečka, on his visit in Bandia Reserve 

27. 5.  Publishing of the 2015 Annual Report 

29. 5. Antelope Day, Jihlava Zoo 

1. 6. Chair of the Association, Karolína Brandlová, appointed to coordinate the Antelope 

Committee, UCSZOO 

2. 6. Meeting at Langhans centre - Africa in documents (Pavla Hejcmanová, Karolína 

Brandlová, Tomáš Jůnek) 

3. 6. Broadcasting of the report from Bandia Reserve (Pavel Novák) on Český rozhlas 

with Markéta Grúňová, Souhel Fourzoli, Pavla Jůnková Vymyslická 

19. 6. Premiere of new document The Dark Bush on Česká televize 

21. 6. Lecture at the Třebotov Primary School (Anna Kubátová) 

3. 7. Master's thesis of Mathy Sané receives the award of the dean of the FTA  

11. 7. Pete Morkel, an African vet, visited the Czech Republic 

16. 7. Antelope Day, Pilsen Zoo 

19. 7. Publishing of a video footage about pedigrees of the Western Derby elands in Meteor 

show on Český rozhlas Dvojka (Karolína Brandlová) 

23. 7. Broadcasting of Host Lucie Výborné show on Český rozhlas Radiožurnál station 

(Patricie Strouhalová), guests: Markéta Grúňová and Pavla Jůnková Vymyslická 

30. 7. Antelope Day and Africa Live Festival at Dvůr Králové Zoo 

5. 8. Broadcasting of an interview with the Chair Karolína Brandlová in Hovory 

s Vladimírem Krocem show on Český Rozhlas Plus 

13. 8. Antelope Day, Ostrava Zoo 

27. 8. Antelope Day, Liberec Zoo 

29. 8. Visit of the representatives of the Senegalese ministry of agriculture in the Czech 

Republic 

3. 9. Antelope Day, Olomouc Zoo 

10. 9. Broadcasting of Planetárium show on Český rozhlas Sever, interview with Pavla 

Jůnková Vymyslická 

10. 9. Antelope Day, Bojnice Zoo, Slovakia 

15. 9. Lecture Za největší antilopou světa, Teplice (Pavla Jůnková Vymyslická, Tomáš 

Jůnek) 

18. 9. Launching of registration for the AnGiHip 2017 

19. 9. - 24. 9. Participation in the EAZA Annual Conference, Belfast (Karolína Brandlová, Markéta 

Gloneková) 

2. 10. International Animal Day, Hodonín Zoo 
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8. 10. Visit of the dean of UCAD, Ibrahim Thioub, and professor, Kandiour Nob, at the CULS 

Prague 

17. 10. Documentary The Dark Bush among 26 best documentaries of Česká televize in 

2016 

19. 10. Derbianus Conservation, z. s. General Meeting, Klub cestovatelů, Prague 

3. 11. New yearbook Gerenuk vol. 2 was published (yearbook of the AG Committee 

of UCSZOO) 

8. - 9. 11. Participation in Tropical Biodiversity Conference, Prague 

15. 11. Lecture of Karolína Brandlová within Biological Olympics at Botičská Secondary 

School, Prague 

20. 11. Open Days at FTA, CULS Prague 

28. 11. Departure of Karolína Brandlová to Senegal - preparation of plans for the next year 

8. 12. Strategic meeting with the representatives of the Senegalese ministries of tourism 

and environment on the eco-touristic potential of the Western Derby eland 

14. 12. New motif for children T-shirts, author: Nina Grúňová 

17. 12. Participation in the International Fair Party at the CULS Prague 

12. - 14. 12. Christmas sale of promotional items at the CULS Prague canteen 

16. 12. Lecture at the Strž Primary School (Markéta Grúňová, Nina Grúňová) 

20. 12. Lecture at the Roudnice nad Labem Secondary School (Pavla Hejcmanová) 

20. 12. Lecture at the Volunteer Conference Nebuď mimo at the Karlín Secondary School, 

Prague (Anna Kubátová) 

Abbreviations: 
AG Antelope & Giraffe 
AnGiHip Antelope, Giraffe, Hippo in the 21st Century: Conservation Action in Africa 
CULS Czech University of Life Sciences 
DASFP Department of Animal Science and Food Processing 
EAZA  European Association of Zoos and Aquaria 
FTA Faculty of Tropical AgriSciences 
IUCN International Union for Conservation of Nature 
NKNP Niokolo Koba National Park 
PCR Parliament of the Czech Republic 
SSC Species Survival Commission 
TAG Taxon Advisory Group 
UCAD Cheikh Anta Diop University in Dakar 
UCSZOO Union of Czech and Slovak Zoos 
WAZA  World Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
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MEMBERS 

 

Unfortunately, even in 2016 there were changes in composition of the Executive 

Committee of the Association. In the spring, RNDr. Petr H. Verner, guru and the spiritual father 

of the Western Derby Eland Conservation Programme, passed away. 

After unanimous election, Anna Kubátová, who deals with genetics of the Western Derby 

elands within her PhD. studies at the FTA, became a new member of the Executive Committee. She 

knows the Western Derby elands not only from the lab, but also from the field, since she has been 

at the beginning of the year a member of the identification team for new-born calves in Senegal. 

Apart from that, we subjected her to a long-term "trial period" during which she truly actively 

worked in our association as a versatile volunteer and in January 2016 she even became the 

coordinator of volunteers. 

The number of Derbianus Conservation members slightly increased even in 2016. In total, 

the number grew by four regular members and eight sympathisers. We are happy because 

of the new members from the ranks of legal entities which are Košice Zoo, Dvůr Králové Zoo and 

Olomouc Zoo. The increase of the number of sympathisers is not huge, though many of them are 

very actively involved in the Association’s going for which we thank them heartily. 

On December 31, 2016, the number of regular members amounts to 35 (including the 

Executive Committee), 5 honorary members and 144 sympathisers, i.e. 184 members in total. 

Western Derby eland 
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The Executive Committee (as on December 31, 2016)

Ing. Karolína Brandlová, Ph.D. 

Chair 

karolina@derbianus.cz 

 

Ing. Magdalena Žáčková, Ph.D. 

Secretary 

magdalena@derbianus.cz  

 

Ing. Tamara Fedorova, Ph.D. 

Graphic and Organization 

tamara@derbianus.cz 

 

Ing. Pavla Jůnková Vymyslická, Ph.D. 

Treasurer 

pvymyslicka@derbianus.cz  

 

Prof. RNDr. Pavla Hejcmanová, Ph.D. 

Research Officer 

hejcmanova@derbianus.cz  

 

Ing. Markéta Gloneková, Ph.D. 

Sponsoring 

marketa.glonekova@derbianus.cz 

 

Mgr. Markéta Grúňová 

Education 

marketa.grunova@derbianus.cz 

 

Ing. et Ing. Anna Kubátová 

Coordinator of volunteers 

anna.kubatova @derbianus.cz 
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 Derbianus Conservation, z. s. General Meeting 

On Wednesday, October 19, 2016, we met at the 7th General Meeting at Klub cestovatelů, 

Masarykovo nábřeží. In total, 28 members attended, of which 14 were regular members 

including six members of the Executive Committee, 12 were sympathizers and two were non-

attached participants. 

Chair Karolína Brandlová opened the meeting in the traditional way with greetings and 

opening presentation. In the first part of the presentation she acquainted the participants with 

the changes in Association’s members, including the Executive Committee and introduced the 

results of the Association’s budget in 2016. In the following part she talked about the most 

important activities of the last year which included: 

a) Identification of new-born calves of Western Derby elands; 

b) Diplomatic journey to Senegal with the rector of the CULS Prague and the dean of the 

FTA; 

c) Shooting of a documentary film for Česká televize named The Dark Bush; 

d) Journey to Senegal to accompany the Czech delegation that consisted of the Minister 

of Agriculture of the Czech Republic, Marian Jurečka, and the representatives of 22 Czech 

companies; 

f) Meeting with Peter Morkel, a specialist for anaesthesia, capture and transportation 

of wild animals; 

g) Visit of rector and professor of the UCAD at the CULS Prague. 

The ending of the presentation was focused on no less important plans for the near and 

distant future. The crucial plans include: 

a) Preparation of collaring in NKNP; 

b) Cooperation with the Senegalese Ministry of Tourism and the Committee for 

Environment of the Chamber of Deputies PCR; 

c) Organizing the international conference AnGiHip (February 19-25, 2017). 

In the next part of the meeting everyone got involved actively and discussed not only 

eland-connected topics. 
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THE LAST FAREWELL TO RNDr. Petr H. Verner, CSc. 

On April 3, 2016, RNDr. Petr H. Verner, CSc. passed away. 

The direct ancestor of humans was born on vast African plains more than two million 

years ago. That is where we came from. Petr. H. Verner has felt these roots from the beginning 

and they have propelled his lifelong desire for better understanding of Africa. 

He was the spiritual father of the critically endangered Western Derby Eland 

Conservation Programme. Since 1998 he has been cooperating with the Institute of Tropics 

and Subtropics (now the FTA), CULS Prague and bringing the idea to life, planning and 

managing conservation and research of this eland. In 2010 he was present at the birth of the 

NGO Derbianus Conservation. 

Petr H. Verner was able to concentrate around himself young and enthusiastic 

colleagues who were willing to devote time and often even their own funds to succour 

conservation of African nature. If we will ever succeed to save the Western Derby eland, it will 

be largely to the credit of Petr H. Verner. 

For us, Petr Hubert Verner was primarily a human, naturalist, entomologist, zoologist, 

ecologist, Africanist. Yet he was also idealist, philanthropist, humanist and aesthete. He was 

a Renaissance human with vast range of interests. He loved music, philosophy and theology, 

beauty and life. However, his eyes were always fixed on transcendent. 

He passed away on the 3rd April, 2016, yet his legacy will follow us... 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

The year 2016 was financially profitable. With great support of donors we were able not 

only to implement every-year identifications of new-born calves, but to support environmental 

education of Senegalese children and the camera trap monitoring in NKNP in Senegal, as well. 

In 2016, intensive preparations for AnGiHip 2017 and transportations of the Derby 

elands in Senegal also started. Both events are supposed to be implemented at the beginning of 

2017 and the profit from 2016 is supposed to cover the expenses. In 2016, a Euro bank account 

was established and some of the revenue and expenditures were carried out in EUR. In the 

Financial Report 2016 these amounts are listed in CZK. 

Revenue 

In 2016, we collected the total of 547,122 CZK in the form of donations. We received the 

amount of 405,342 CZK (12,000 £) from the Knowsley Safari Park in order to support the 

implementation of the project on collaring of Western Derby elands. Due to the planning 

complexity and financial difficulty, the project was put off to the year 2018, so the donation has 

not been yet used. Dvůr Králové Zoo supported projects The animal monitoring in Niokolo Koba 

National Park using camera traps and Spreading the awareness of the Western Derby eland using 

multimedia educational programmes and trips to the protected areas in Senegal with the amount 

of 100,000 CZK. The Western Derby Eland Conservation Programme was supported by the 

company VVS Verměřovice s.r.o. with the amount of 10,000 CZK. The other donations were from 

private donors. The company VVS Verměřovice s.r.o. also donated the amount of 30,000 CZK to 

support AnGiHip 2017, but this donation will be listed in 2017. 

Promotional items with the Western Derby eland motives were sold mainly at the stands 

organized in the framework of the Antelope Days and other events, but also via e-shop. Our 

volunteers sold 653 items. A separate item are the calendars which in 2016 were also made to 

order with the logo of the purchaser. The price of the calendars depended on the amount 

purchased. Calendars with the purchaser’s own logos were purchased by the Ostrava Zoo (150 

pcs), the Pilsen Zoo (51 pcs), Plynomont Teplice s.r.o. (30 pcs) and the Embassy of the Czech 

Republic in Dakar (30 pcs) whom we thank, since the revenue from these sales will go to the 

Western Derby Eland Conservation Programme. Part of promotional items was given as thank to 

our volunteers who devote their time to the Association without any financial evaluation and to 

our partners and sponsors. Part of the items was also given to collaborators and rangers in 

Senegal. 
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Membership fees for regular members remained the same in 2016: 250 CZK for 

individuals and 5,000 CZK (200 €) for legal entities. The regular members in 2016 included Zoo 

in Bojnice, Dvůr Králové Zoo, Zoo in Košice, Olomouc Zoo and Pilsen Zoo. 

Concerning services, face-painting as a part of Antelope Days represents a major part 

of service revenues, as in the previous years. 

We wish to thank all those who contributed financially to all the activities implemented 

under the Western Derby Eland Conservation Programme, and we hope that you will keep 

supporting us in the following years. 

 

Revenues in 2016 

Donations  547 122 CZK 

Sale of promotional items 149 132 CZK 

Membership fees 34 517 CZK 

Services (educational events, face painting 

etc.) 
16 229 CZK 

Interest 15 CZK 

Total 747 015 CZK  
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Expenditure 

In 2016, we could again rely on the support of our general partner, the CULS Prague. 

Since the University allows our Association to use its office space and equipment, our 

administrative costs are minimal. 

In 2016 we had to deal with tax expenditures. At the beginning of the year Pavla Jůnková 

Vymyslická was employed in the Association. Her task was to ensure finances for the planned 

collaring of the Western Derby elands using grant applications and direct fundraising. 

Expenditures related to implementing activities in Senegal, e.g. identification of new-

born calves, environmental education of children in Senegal and animal monitoring using 

camera traps in NKNP made up the major part of the expenditure. These include not even 

implementing team travel costs, but also print costs of education materials for schools, antelope 

feed costs and purchase costs of biopsy darts for collecting tissue samples of elands in 2017. 

In 2016 a part of the expenditure was dedicated to the preparation of AnGiHip 2017. 

Production costs to produce promotional items was lower than in 2015, since produce costs 

from the end of the year were listed in 2017. 

 

Expenditures in 2016 

Administrative costs  28 808 CZK 

Wages and salaries  131 504 CZK 

Legal consultancy 24 000 CZK 

Implementation costs connected with 

activities in Senegal 
225 077 CZK 

Implementation costs connected with 

conference 
29 111 CZK 

Cost of promotional item production  40 127 CZK 

EAZA Membership fee 9 053 CZK 

Other 4 830 CZK 

Total 492 510 CZK 
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Sales 

 

Promotional items in 2016 

Type 

Stock as 

on Dec 31, 

2015 

Produced Sold Gifts 

Stock as on 

Dec 31, 

2016 

Selling 

Price 

T-shirt 

Hope  
8 0 4 0 4 250 CZK 

T-shirt Real 

Hope  
52 0 23 4 25 300 CZK 

Children T-

shirt 
37 208 124 0 121 200 CZK 

T-shirt 

Head 
33 33 32 3 31 250 CZK 

T-shirt 

Africa 
82 251 186 36 111 250 CZK 

Cloth bag  0 40 25 2 13 150 CZK 

Badge 102 150 115 36 101 40 CZK 

Magnet 90 200 75 47 168 45 CZK 

Car sticker 8 100 54 24 30 60 CZK 

Calendar 54 406 322 114 24 
130-180 

CZK 

DVD 64 0 15 26 23 100 CZK 
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WESTERN DERBY ELAND CONSERVATION PROGRAMME 

 

As mentioned before, even in 2016 the Executive Committee did not remain unchanged. 

However, it is still true that the team consists of staff and students of the CULS Prague. We still 

focus on three traditional pillars of the conservation programme - population management, 

research and education. 

Population Management 

Identification of New-born Calves 

 As in previous years, even in 2016 we set out 

to Senegal for identifications of new-born calves. This time 

a foreign reinforcement joined the traditional two-member 

team. It was Leah Drury from Knowsley Safari Park, Great 

Britain. Leah has a lot of experience with the breeding 

of the Common elands, which she was looking after 

in the Knowsley Safari Park that time. That turned out 

to be a great advantage and therefore the identifications 

were finished in record time. This allowed implementing 

of many more activities, including control of all enclosures 

and education programmes or diplomatic meetings. 

 

Concerning the calves born in the season 2015/2016, their numbers can be found 

in the following chart. This only shows surviving individuals. In total, 15 calves were born, 

12 of which successfully grew up. One of the calves was caught by a hyena temporarily living 

in the Bandia 3 enclosure. The leaders of the Reserve quickly reacted and captured it. The 

reasons for the death of the other two calves are not known. 

Leah Drury with the traditional 
Senegalese meal “thieboudienne” made 
from fish and rice and “bissap” – drink 

from hibiscus 
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Herd Management 

Even though no animal transportations were planned for 2016, we did not avoid animal 

transfers between the herds. Immediately after the arrival of the identification team, it was clear 

that not all the animals in the enclosures Bandia 4 and Bandia 5 were in the right places. As it 

later turned out, the animals got mixed up as a consequence of a fence damaged by one of the 

rhinos. Despite the absence 

of a vet, the team was able to 

return the animals to the right 

places. That was possible only 

thanks to the experienced staff of 

the Bandia Reserve who we wish 

to thank very much. The staff were 

able to attract particular 

individuals identified by the 

members of the identification 

team using the pods of Faidherbia 

albida (formerly Acacia albida, in 

Senegal called kad) and transfer 

them to the right enclosures. 

The total number of Derby elands kept at the Bandia and Fathala reserves amounted 

to 98 individuals in June 2016, which is nine more than the previous year. We are happy about 

the increase of number of females which increased from 26 to 34, new-born calves are not 

included. 

 

Derby Eland Herd Composition at Bandia and Fathala Reserves, Senegal (June 2016) 

Herd males females 
newly born 

(males/females) 
TOTAL 

Bandia 1 19 14 6 (5/1) 39 

Bandia 3 4 6 1 (0/1) 11 

Bandia 4 8 0 0 8 

Bandia 5 1 6 2 (1/1) 9 

Fathala 1 6 6 2 (1/1) 14 

Fathala 2 14 2 1 (1/0) 17 

TOTAL 52 34 12 (8/4) 98 

Collective photo of the identification team and employees of the Bandia 
Reserve after the tranfer of the last individual between the enclosures 

Bandia 4 and Bandia 5 
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RESEARCH AND SCIENTIFIC WORK 

 

The year 2016 was a year of analysing data from previous years not only on the ecology 

of Derby eland, but also on other savannah herbivores, mostly giraffes. In total, we published six 

scientific articles in international journals, one monograph, presented ten contributions at Czech 

and international conferences and two bachelor's theses and four master's theses associated 

with the activities of Derbianus Conservation in Africa were successfully defended, as well 

as one dissertation thesis focused on allonursing (nursing of alien calves) in giraffes. 

Part of the Executive Committee has been dealing with the social behaviour of giraffes 

for several years. A reward for long time work was a scientific article about allonursing 

of giraffes Stealing milk by young and reciprocal mothers: high incidence of allonursing in giraffes, 

Giraffa camelopardalis. 

A four-year study analyses the remarkable behaviour of giraffe calves who "steal" milk 

from non-relative nursing females. The 

females are aware of that and provide 

milk to alien calves in exchange for 

nursing their own calves by other 

females. One hypothesis for why the 

calves steal milk is that the calves 

compensate weight differences. 

Therefore in 2016, another article 

concerning growth and weight of giraffes 

in zoological gardens The Weight of 

Rothschild Giraffe - Is It Really Well Known? was published. 

The Studbook published in 2016 brought updated information on demographic 

structure and genetic diversity of the Derby eland population. The most serious fact is still 

decreasing genetic diversity of currently closed population. Its level will drop to 71.8 % in 100 

years and in 11 years it will drop below 80 %. This decrease of genetic diversity could cause 

reduced viability and adaptability of the animals for changing environmental conditions in the 

near future. Based on these results, we will focus our activities on acquiring new animals from 

the wild living population in NKNP. To keep genetic diversity of the Western Derby eland 

conservation breeding herds at least at 80 % of the original genetic diversity in the next 95 
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years and the size of the population at minimum of 200 individuals we recommend 

to translocate at least 6 individuals from the wild population to the reserves. 

Student works in 2016 concerned either Derby elands or other ungulates and their 

ecology and habitat. 

Kateřina (Katka) Gašparová successfully defended her bachelor's thesis supervised 

by Karolína Brandlová focused on evaluation of factors that might influence the growth 

of ungulates, in this case mainly giraffes. Based on literary research of published data, Katka 

found out that giraffes in the wild are significantly heavier than those in human care. 

Is it an accident or an influence of a different food or subspecies? The answer is waiting for the 

next researchers. 

Zuzana Holubová defended her bachelor's thesis supervised by Karolína Brandlová, 

as well. She wanted to find out, whether the number of stripes on the Derby eland's flanks 

is dependent on the inbreeding coeffient and other characteristics. We had the feeling our 

elands have still more and more stripes! Yet we can keep calm for now, Zuzka and statistics 

proved the number of stripes varies, but stays stable throughout the generations. 

A master's thesis crucial for the Western Derby Eland Conservation Programme in 

Senegal was the work of Mathy Sané, a Senegalese external student, who followed the study 

programme Wildlife Management in Tropics and Subtropics at FTA and in 2016 successfully 

graduated and received the award of the Dean of FTA. This work focused on environmental 

knowledge and opinions of children from urban and rural areas in Senegal. The work is a part 

of environmental and educational activities under the leadership of Markéta Grúňová and 

its outcomes will be used in the concept frame of the environmental education. 

Mathy Sané obtained award of the dean of the FTA CULS Prague 
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Anežka Karafiátová focused in her master's thesis on the quality of feed of large 

herbivores in Europe and Africa using nitrogen and phosphorus in animal faeces as the 

indicators of feed quality. Nitrogen and phosphorus belong to essential microelements in the 

nutrition of animals. In this work it was verified that the food of European herbivores and 

African herbivores differ, mainly in phosphorus content, specifically in Africa the content 

is lower. That correlates with the fact the food sources, meaning herbs, on the African continent 

contain low concentrations of phosphorus due to its low content in the soil. That is because the 

phosphorus supply in the maternal rock has run out. Unlike Africa, in Europe the soils have been 

enriched with phosphorus and other nutrients during glacial periods by disturbances and other 

processes. The master's thesis of Lucie Stoklasová followed up the previous work. She has 

carried out the analyses of macro- and microelements contents in soils at Bandia and Fathala 

reserves. 

The master's thesis defended by Kateřina Štochlová was focused on a compilation of new 

polymorphic microsatellite dataset and genetic analysis of populations of the two subspecies 

of Derby elands. Using this set it is possible to divide individuals into groups according to their 

origin or look into the inner structure of the populations. In populations in human care, a strong 

impact of genetic drift was proved. These populations are influenced by the founder effect and 

their limited genetic diversity is still decreasing. At the same time, kinship is increased 

by inbreeding and there is a risk of fixing of harmful alleles. These results proved the potential 

of genetic management, which is necessary for long-time effective breeding management. 

Markéta Gloneková in her dissertation thesis dealt with the already mentioned 

allonursing in giraffes. Allonursing can be explained by several hypotheses. Yet it is difficult to 

say which one explains this remarkable behaviour in giraffes. Hypotheses can mingle and 

although giraffe seems to be a popular animal, there is a lack of knowledge on their biology. 

Therefore the dissertation thesis also included articles concerning the hierarchy of giraffes in 

zoological gardens, social relationships in giraffes in the wild and comparison of the nursing in 

giraffes in a zoo and at a natural reserve. 
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Publications in 2016 

Scientific monographs 

 Brandlová Karolína, Jůnková Vymyslická Pavla, Kubátová Anna, Žáčková Magdalena, 

Grúňová Markéta, Fedorova Tamara (Eds.). 2016. African Studbook. Western Derby 

Eland, Taurotragus derbianus derbianus (Gray, 1847), volume 9, Czech University of Life 

Sciences Prague, 86 pp. 

 

Articles in scientific journals 

 Gloneková, M., Brandlová, K., and Pluháček, J. (2016). Stealing milk by young 

and reciprocal mothers: high incidence of allonursing in giraffes, Giraffa 

camelopardalis. Animal Behaviour, 113, 113-123. 

 Gloneková, M., Brandlová, K., Žáčková, M., Dobiášová, B., Pechrová, K., Šimek, J. (2016). 

The weight of Rothschild giraffe - Is it really well known? Zoo Biology, 35(5), 423-431. 

 Hejcmanová, P., Pokorná, P., Hejcman, M., Pavlů, V. (2016) Phosphorus limitation relates 

to diet selection of sheep and goats on dry calcareous grassland. Applied Vegetation 

Science, 19, 101-110. 

 Kubátová, A., Fedorova, T. (2016) Saliva Crystallization Occurs in Female Bornean 

Orangutans (Pongo pygmaeus): Could It Be a New Option for Monitoring of Menstrual 

Cycle in Captive Great Apes?. PLoS One, vol. 11(7), 159-159. 

 Kubátová, A., Fedorova, T., Skálová, I., Hyniová, L. (2016) Non-invasive pregnancy 

diagnosis from urine by the Cuboni reaction and the barium chloride test in donkeys 

(Equus asinus) and alpacas (Vicugna pacos). Polish Journal of Veterinary Sciences, 19(3), 

477-484. 

 Kubátová, A., Fedorova, (2016) T. Seed germination test as an alternative urine-based 

non-invasive pregnancy test in alpacas (Vicugna pacos). Journal of Camel Practice 

and Research, 23(2), 261-264. 

 

Students' theses 

 Gašparová Kateřina. 2016. Růst kopytníků (Growth of ungulates). Bachelor’s thesis, FTA 

CULS Prague. 

 Holubová Zuzana. 2016. The influence of genealogical characteristics on Derby elands´ 

striping. Bachelor’s thesis, FTA CULS Prague. 

 Karafiátová Anežka. 2016. Diet quality of large herbivores across continents. Master’s 

thesis, FTA CULS Prague. 
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 Sané Mathy. 2016. Environmental knowledge and attitudes: does it differ in urban 

and rural areas? Master’s thesis, FTA CULS Prague. 

 Stoklasová Lucie. 2016. Soils in Africa as source of mineral nutrition for large herbivores. 

Master’s thesis, FTA CULS Prague. 

 Štochlová Kateřina, 2016. Phylogeny and population characteristics of Derby eland 

(Taurotragus derbianus). Master’s thesis, FTA CULS Prague. 

 Gloneková Markéta, 2016. Maternal Behaviour in Giraffes (Giraffa camelopardalis). 

Dissertation thesis, FTA CULS Prague. 

 

Conferences 

 Brandlová, K., Brandl, P., 2016: Don’t give it up – Stories of hopeless cases. EAZA AG TAG 

Midyear meeting, Zoo Dvůr Králové. 

 Brandlová, K., Jůnková Vymyslická P., Fedorova, T., Kubátová, A., Žáčková, M., Gloneková, 

M., Grúňová, M., Hejcmanová, P., 2016: Last living Western Derby elands need our 

attention. EAZA Annual Conference 2016, Belfast, Northern Ireland. Poster presentation. 

 Brandlová, K., 2016: Antelope, Giraffe, Hippo in the 21st century: Conservation action 

in Africa. International Conference Invitation. EAZA Annual Conference 2016, Belfast, 

Northern Ireland. Oral presentation at AG TAG, Conservation committee, Research 

committee. 

 Brandlová, K., 2016: Last living Western Derby elands need our attention. Oral 

presentation at Tropical Biodiversity Conservation Conference 2016. Czech University 

of Life Sciences Prague. 

 Gloneková, M., Brandlová, K., Žáčková, M., Dobiášová, B., Pechrová, K., Šimek, J., 2016: 

The Weight of Rothschild Giraffe - Is It Really Well Known? Annual Conference 2016, 

Belfast, Northern Ireland. Poster presentation. 

 Kubátová, A., Fedorova, T. Saliva Crystallization Occurs in Female Bornean Orangutans 

(Pongo pygmaeus): Could It Be a New Option for Monitoring of Menstrual Cycle in 

Captive Great Apes?. Oral presentation at Tropical Biodiversity Conservation Conference 

2016. Czech University of Life Sciences Prague. 

 Kubátová A., Štochlová K., Žáčková M., Jůnková Vymyslická P., Grúňová M., Gloneková M., 

Švejcarová M., Brandlová K., Černá Bolfíková B., 2016. Zasahovat či nezasahovat 

do reprodukce malých populací? Případová studie zaměřená na dva druhy antilop rodu 

Taurotragus v rezervaci Bandia v Senegalu. Zoological days 2016, JČU, České Budějovice. 

 Štochlová K., Kubátová A., Brandlová K., Černá Bolfíková B., 2016. Phylogeny 

and population characteristics of Derby eland (Taurotragus derbianus). Tropical 

Biodiversity Conservation Conference 2016. Czech University of Life Sciences Prague. 

Poster presentation. 
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Lectures 

 Banout J., 2016. Zachráněné antilopy, Cestovatelský večer, Muzeum Velvary. February 

19, 2016. 

 Brandlová K., 2016. Derbianus Conservation, z.s., V Derbianus Conservation, z. s. General 

Meeting, Klub cestovatelů, Prague. October 19, 2016. 

 Brandlová K., Jazairiová P., Bálek J., Jůnek T., 2016. Je Afrika opravdu taková, jak ji známe 

z přírodopisných dokumentů? Každý první čtvrtek v měsíci s Afrikou, Langhans centre, 

Prague. June 2, 2016. 

 Brandlová, K., 2016. Derbianus Conservation, z.s., Antelope and Giraffe Committee 

of UCSZOO Meeting in Jihlava. Jihlava Zoo, March 16, 2016. 

 Brandlová, K., 2016. EAZA AG TAG, Antelope and Giraffe Committee of UCSZOO Meeting 

in Jihlava. Jihlava Zoo, March 16, 2016. 

 Gloneková, M., Brandlová, K., 2016. Výzkum žiraf z českých zoo dobyl svět. Antelope and 

Giraffe Committee of UCSZOO Meeting in Jihlava. Jihlava Zoo, March 16, 2016. 

 Gloneková, M., Brandlová, K., Žáčková, M., Dobiášová, B., Pechrová, K., Šimek, J., 2016. 

Kolik váží žirafa? Antelope and Giraffe Committee of UCSZOO Meeting in Jihlava. Jihlava 

Zoo, March 16, 2016. 

 Jůnková Vymyslická P., Jůnek T., 2016. Jak se neztratit cestou do práce…(…6.616 km do 

NP Niokolo Koba), Cestovatelské přednášky, Café Lajka, Prague. February 17, 2016. 

 Jůnková Vymyslická P., Jůnek T., 2016. Za největší antilopou světa, Café Nobel Teplice. 

September 15, 2016. 
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Representatives of the European  zoological gardens 

International Meetings 

Antelope and Giraffe Committee of UCSZOO Meeting in Jihlava 

The annual AG Committee Meeting took place in Zoo Jihlava on March 16-18, 2016. Our 

team was represented by Karolína Brandlová and Markéta Gloneková. Apart from the standard 

programme focused on an overview of AG breeding in Czech and Slovak zoos and other 

questions regarding their breeding in local and worldwide context, the 2016 meeting turned out 

to be a turning point for the Committee. The long-term coordinator of the Antelope Committee, 

RNDr. Libuše Veselá, decided to resign from the position and to participate in the meetings 

as a regular member. Within the meeting in Jihlava elections took place, in which each 

representative of Czech and Slovak zoos could propose and later elect a new candidate. 

According to the results of the two-round election, Karolína Brandlová became the new 

coordinator of the Antelope Committee. 

She was appointed to the post on the 1st June, 2016 and then took it over as a great 

commitment, being aware that she doesn't know a lot about antelope breeding and how many 

years of experience she lacks when compared to other breeders.  In the post of coordinator, she 

would like to put the Czech-Slovak antelope breeding more firmly into a European context, 

achieve better using of our strengths and promote interests of Czech and Slovak antelope 

breeding at an international level. She will also try to warn about the unfortunate situation of 

many antelopes in the wild and find a way to help them. In the future, the Antelope Committee 

will also keep close cooperation with the Giraffe Committee led by Luděk Čulík from Dvůr 

Králové Zoo. 

 

Antelope & Giraffid TAG Dvůr Králové 

The mid-year meeting of the AG TAG in 2016 took place in Dvůr Králové Zoo from 

27th to 29th April. A total of 25 representatives of European zoos met to sort out the antelopes 

that should be bred in Europe and antelopes whose breeding should be restricted. The meeting 

was dominated by use of the decision tree 

which made it possible to divide species into 

several levels of management. A final point 

system will follow up, which (for a great 

success of our Czech planning) the Czech 

group is responsible for. 
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The meeting in Dvůr Králové 

represented, according to Jens-Ove Heckel, 

a real return of Dvůr Králové Zoo to the 

antelope TAG. The atmosphere was 

unrepeatable; everyone was thrilled by the 

accommodation, food and the boardroom 

itself, not to mention bowling. Lovely weather 

on a final safari completed the already 

splendid impression which Dvůr Králové left 

in European antelope specialists. 

 

EAZA Belfast 

Karolína Brandlová accompanied by Markéta Gloneková participated in the EAZA annual 

conference in Belfast, Northern Ireland in autumn. We presented not only a progress report in 

the preparation of the Regional Collection Plan for antelopes and a poster on the weight and 

growth of giraffes, but also an invitation to the AnGiHip 2017. During the EAZA conference 

we managed to obtain a valuable support of many European zoos for the AnGiHip 2017. 

Meeting took place in Dvůr Králové 
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Education 

Today, most of the animal species threatened by extinction have become critically 

endangered due to human activities. In contrast to other animals, humans have the 

extraordinary ability to change the environment, which they use quite naturally to their own 

benefit. However, the current way of using natural resources by mankind is not sustainable and 

if we do not change our behaviour, in time we or our descendants will reach a stage from which 

they will no longer be able to return. Through the environment the Czech Republic is connected 

even with the people of Senegal and the more we know about how we affect it, the more 

effectively we can protect it. That is why we strive to extend horizons not only to ourselves but 

also to share our experience with as many people as possible both in the Czech Republic and 

Senegal. 

 

Lectures for schools and public in the Czech Republic 

It is a great honour for us that the first lecture 

in the New Year was led by the Dean of the FTA, doc. 

Jan Banout. The Dean presented the Western Derby 

Eland Conservation Programme as a part of his 

travel lecture in Velvary. Another lecture was 

organised at the Třebotov Elementary School in June 

by our coordinator of volunteers and genetics 

specialist, Anna Kubátová, who shared fresh 

experience from the field with the listeners. 

In Teplice, Pavla Jůnková Vymyslická and Tomáš Jůnek invited the audience to the Senegalese 

bush by the lecture Za největší antilopou světa. In November, Karolína Brandlová introduced 

an unusual view on the antelopes - through faeces, during the Biology Olympiad at Botičská 

Grammar School. In December, the sister duo Markéta Grúňová and Nina Grúňová came to the 

Strž Primary School in Dvůr Králové nad Labem and Prof. Pavla Hejcmanová visited her native 

town Roudnice nad Labem. In December, the last event where we participated took place. It was 

the conference Nebuď mimo! at Karlín Secondary School, which was again provided by Anna 

Kubátová. 

Markéta Grúňová with thu pupil sof the elementary 
school in Strž 
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Public campaigns 

Our traditional first steps in the New Year are usually the Open Days of the FTA, CULS 

Prague. Whoever visited us here in January 2016 could learn how to be engaged in our 

conservation activities including even the research in the field. However, we did not focus only 

on the elands but also presented other development and research projects of the FTA such 

as those in Peru, Vietnam or Mongolia. 

In March, the photography exhibition Conservation projects of the Ostrava Zoo was 

launched where all the rescue projects supported by the zoo (including Derby elands) were 

presented. In addition, thanks to the cooperation of the Ostrava Zoo with the Municipality of the 

city Ostrava, conservation projects have been newly supported by the scheme 1 CZK for wildlife 

since 2016 that was very appreciated by us! 

Simultaneously with the opening of the exhibition in Ostrava, we exhibited the pictures 

of elands also in Senegal, namely in the Fathala Wildlife Reserve. The photos are accompanied 

by text about the conservation programme, so tourists can learn about the unique ungulate that 

they can see in this nature reserve. 

From May to September you could meet us in several Czech zoos during the Days with 

antelope. We built our stands in Jihlava Zoo, Pilsen Zoo, Dvůr Králové Zoo, Ostrava Zoo, Olomouc 

Zoo and the Slovakian Zoo in Bojnice. 

 

Evaluation of educational programs 

In January, mini-guides about 

Senegalese fauna were printed. They 

were accompanied by drawings of the 

students from the Karlín Gymnasium 

in Prague and Nina Grúňová's design. 

We distributed them in our partner 

schools and reserves in Senegal. 

An evaluation is an important part 

of educational programs about Derby 

elands and its environment. We are particularly interested in the efficiency of our applied 

educational methods, so that we can improve the programs in the future. The evaluation took 

place in January through questionnaires aimed at changing of pupils' attitudes and knowledge 

a month after our educational program. In addition, together with the film crew we also visited 

orphan village Pilote and the Youth Association in Bignon, Cassamance, in Senegal to inform 

them about our conservation programme. 

Mini-guide about Senegalese fauna 
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OTHER RESEARCH ACTIVITIES OF ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERS 

Kordofan giraffes in the Garamba National Park 

Mathias D'haen, a student of the FTA supervised by Karolína Brandlová and Julian 

Fennessy, the Co-Chair of the IUCN SSC Giraffe & Okapi Specialist Group, decided to go to the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, specifically Garamba National Park. Two other members 

of Derbianus Conservation - Markéta Antonínová and Pavel Hejčl have already worked there 

before. Markéta was there as a manager of anti-poaching units for many years, and Pavel 

processed data from collared elephants. Mathias is in charge of 45 collared Kordofan giraffes 

(Giraffa camelopardalis antiquorum), which still remain in Garamba. Thanks to Mathias's work, 

the management of the park is now able to recognize most of the individuals and to know their 

location. Every giraffe in Garamba is moving in an area of 200 km2, so they are not so easy to 

find and effectively protect against poachers. In addition, the large area of the home range 

reflects a low environmental performance. Mathias is now preparing a plan in co-operation with 

the management of the Garamba National Park to save them – let´s keep our fingers crossed for 

him! 

 

 

 

Map of the giraffe distribution – Garamba National Park is marked by an arrow 
(source: GCF/Julian Fennessy) 
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Chinko Protected Area in the Central African Republic 

Our long-term goal is to improve the protection of Derby elands living in the NKNP 

by using satellite collars. Therefore we appreciated the possibility for our member Markéta 

Švejcarová to go to the Central African Republic, specifically to the Chinko Protected Area, for 

one year to participate in collaring of the eastern subspecies of the Derby eland.  We believe that 

her valuable experience will soon be very useful in preparations for the collaring of "our" 

western subspecies. 

Chinko Protected 

Area is certainly one of the 

largest areas in Africa 

dedicated to nature 

conservation. Due to its size, 

it has the potential to keep its 

own ecosystem in balance 

without major human 

intervention if it manages 

to suppress current threats. 

In addition to several species 

of antelopes, Chinko 

provides home to eleven species of primates, twenty-five carnivores, elephants and others. 

That's why work in Chinko is worth it, even though it is very demanding both physically and by 

logistic management, due to temperatures above 40 °C. Sooner or later, a cabin fever among 

people always appears due to the complete isolation of the main residence. The nearest village 

is situated over two hundred miles away, meaning about ten hours of travel. However, due 

to the security measures in the whole country, you cannot even go there. Thus the collaring 

of the giant elands was probably the greatest reward for all the efforts. The key role was played 

by local trackers who went in all directions to trace all the herds of elands. At the moment when 

they found a herd, they called for a helicopter with the collaring team whose members were 

waiting for the action. The trackers were able to send coordinates of their position, distance and 

direction from the herd. Still, it was not always easy to find antelopes in the vegetation. 

The mission lasted for about two weeks and they managed to successfully put collars on seven 

Eastern Derby elands. Since that time we have gained some valuable information about their 

movements. 

Being directly in the control room and helping to organize all the teams was a completely 

unique experience that will be useful in the future. As a general trainee I did not only work with 

Markéta Švejcarová and the Derby eland with a collar (photo Carren Molteno) 
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a scientific team, but over time in almost all departments. Most of my time I spent by teaching 

local workers, inventing and implementing many rules and practices. Even though I did not 

consider myself as a technical person, in case of necessity, I was able to react. I programmed 

radios, set up GPS and created maps. Of course, none of this would be possible without the 

support of the management of Chinko Project and Chinko Protected Area and African Parks, to 

whom I am really grateful for all the experience. Great thanks also belong to the Derbianus 

Conservation, without which I would never have got to Chinko at all. 

 

Visit of Cardinal Miloslav Vlk in Bandia Reserve 

The very first important journey of the year 2016 across Senegal was made by Cardinal 

Vlk himself, thanks to the invitation of the Archbishop of Dakar, Benjamin Ndiaye. In his very full 

program, he found a bit of his time for a tour at the Bandia Reserve. Here he did us a great 

honour and blessed the new-born calves of Derby elands and on that occasion he also named 

two of them. The names Benedict and Damaye-Niane should commemorate the words of 

blessings in the two most used Senegalese languages - French and Wolof. 

Later, the Cardinal showed a true interest in the fate of these calves, so we informed him 

how beautifully Benedict and Damaye-Niane grew and prospered. Unfortunately, Cardinal Vlk 

passed away on March 18, 2017. God bless his soul. 

 

 

The trip of the Cardinal Vlk led even to the Bandia Reserve 
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The rector of the CULS Prague and the dean of the FTA are 

strengthening cooperation in Senegal 

Members of Derbianus Conservation have been active in Senegal for 16 years, initially 

under the patronage of the CULS Prague. During that time, we have been able to build strong 

relationships not only with the reserves, 

but also with public institutions like the 

Senegalese ministry of the environment 

or the UCAD. Long-term partnership 

between the two universities was 

confirmed even on paper at the Embassy 

of the Czech Republic in Dakar under the 

leadership of chargé d'affaires Lenka 

Pokorná and under the influence of our 

member Markéta Grúňová. 

 

At the end of March, a delegation composed of the rector of the CULS Prague Prof. Jiří 

Balík, the Dean of the FTA doc. Jan Banout and the Head of the Department of Animal Science 

and Food Processing (DASFP) of the FTA Karolína Brandlová took essential steps to sign the 

Memorandum of Cooperation and to plan further joint activities for the future. The meeting of 

both rector and the dean was not just a formality. The air in the air-conditioned room was filled-

up by ideas, for example a plan to cooperate in a building of a university farm at the campus of 

UCAD or a collaboration of our botanists. The delegation continued to both reserves, where 

Derbianus Conservation leads the breeding program for Western Derby Elands. Karolína 

Brandlová, this time in the position of the chair of Derbianus Conservation, could introduce our 

work to her university colleagues directly. Another important meeting was held at the 

Directorate of National Parks of Senegal (DPN). At this occasion, the Czech rector and dean 

assured the director of the National Parks of Senegal that CULS Prague fully supports the 

Western Derby Eland Conservation Programme and can be counted on also in the future. A 

rather formal and pleasant matter was the meeting of all three members of the Czech delegation 

with the Senegalese minister of the environment Abdoulay Balde, where Karolína Brandlová 

introduced him both representatives of our university and informed him about the news 

in the Western Derby Eland Conservation Programme. 

Memorandum of Cooperation got final shape 



30

Parliamentary delegation 

The Czech activities towards the conservation of the Western Derby eland are the 

longest-running Czech overseas conservation project. This fact is recognized and our work 

is supported not only by the Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic and the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, but also by the Chamber of Deputies PCR, specifically 

in the ranks of its Committee for Environment. We greatly appreciate that members of our 

Parliament saved their time in Senegal to support our work not only at the Senegalese 

parliamentary level. 

 

Delegation headed by the vice-chair of the Chamber of Deputies PCR, Petr Gazdík, 

composed of Robin Böhnisch (the chair of the Committee for Environment), Jiří Junek, Michal 

Kučera, Martin Sedlář, accompanied by Jana Koppa Doležalová, Lucie Železná and the 

interpreter Dalila Graffová arrived to Senegal on March 14, 2016 and next five days worked 

to deepen Czech-Senegalese relations in the field of the environment. 

From other important meetings concerning the Derby elands, the meeting with His 

Eminence Cardinal Sarra, the meeting with the members of the Senegalese Committee 

for Environment within National Assembly of Senegal or meeting at the DPN. 

Czech delegation on a meeting with the director of National Parks of Senegal, Souley Ndiaye 
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Making a documentary film 

From the end of March to the end 

of April, filming of the documentary The 

Dark Bush took place in Senegal. 

The director Michal Varga and the 

cameraman Jakub Jelen cooperated with 

Markéta Grúňová and Mathy Sané 

on filming of the main educational 

activities of the Derbianus Conservation 

in Senegal. Afterwards, this film was 

nominated among the 26 best 

documentaries of Česká televize in 2016 and presented at the International Documentary Film 

Festival in Jihlava. 

 

Antelopes were visited by the Czech Minister of Agriculture 

On May 11, 2016, a Czech Air Force plane landed at  

Dakar airport. A delegation led by Minister of Agriculture 

Marian Jurečka came to expand the Czech Republic's trade 

relations with Senegal and defend our existing state interests. 

Among other things, it includes also the conservation 

programme for Derby elands and its environment. The Czech 

Minister of Agriculture Marian Jurečka, as well as the Deputy 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Martin Tlapa and the Deputy 

Minister of Defence Martin Kucht, met the Derby elands face 

to face in the Bandia Reserve. We thank them and the other 

members of the delegation from the Chamber of Commerce 

of the Czech Republic and the businessman for their support, which we as well as Czech-

Senegalese antelopes receive from them. 

Jakub Jelen, Michal Varga and Mathy Sané during filming 

Lenka Pokorná, Pavla Jůnková 
Vymyslická, Marian Jurečka and 

Markéta Grúňová in Bandia Reserve 
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The cooperation of universities on the Czech territory 

At the end of September, the Senegalese university delegation along with the 

representatives of the CULS Prague, in particular from the FTA, continued with negotiations 

about a partnership between the CULS Prague and the UCAD, which were launched during 

March meetings in Dakar. Despite the 

Czech public holiday on St. Wenceslas 

Day, the rector of UCAD, Professor 

Ibrahim Thioub, and the Head of the 

Department of Plant Biology of UCAD, 

Professor Kandioura Noba, had a busy 

program. They started their visit with a 

full-day tour of School Forest Enterprise 

in Kostelec nad Černými lesy. The 

following day, the delegation looked into 

the experimental stables of the Faculty of 

Agrobiology, Food and Natural Resources and laboratories of the FTA. The Senegalese 

representatives obtained more specific idea about activities of CULS Prague during a working 

lunch with the rector of the CULS Prague prof. Jiří Balík, the dean of the FTA doc. Jan Banout and 

other representatives of the FTA including the Head of the 

DASFP Karolína Brandlová. Probably the greatest 

enthusiasm of the Senegalese delegation was obvious 

during a commented visit at the University Farm Estate 

Lány, where the representatives of the UCAD were guided 

by the director of the farm Ing. Martin Křenek, a member 

of the DASFP Magdalena Žáčková and a student of the FTA 

Martina Čelakovská. A tour showing almost all parts of the 

farm, including the breeding of common elands and 

guanacos aroused interest of the delegation, so the visit 

was extended until late evening. Building of a similar 

university farm for the UCAD in Senegal should be one 

of the most important projects of cooperation between 

these two universities. Equally important is the 

cooperation in the field of botany. Its specific form was discussed between the Senegalese 

representatives and the Department of Crop Sciences and Agroforestry of the FTZ, the Head 

of the Department doc. Bohdan Lojka and doc. Zbyněk Polesný. 

Rector of UCAD professor Ibrahima Thioub 
and professor Kandioura Noba on the farm of CULS 

Breeding of the common elands on the 
university farm Lány had a great success 
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MARKETING AND PR 

Campaign 

In 2016, the campaign continued to support Derby elands through the sale 

of promotional items. All products can be purchased at the e-shop (www.derbianus.webuje.cz) 

operated by our Association. The e-shop, however, is not the only option where you can buy 

those items. Sales of the promotional items always take place during each of our events, such 

as Days with antelope in zoos, conferences or various lectures. It is also possible to purchase 

the items at the campus of the CULS Prague, specifically in the shop located in the lobby 

of the Menza. All profits from the sale of the items and face painting have traditionally gone 

to the running of the Association and the Western Derby Eland Conservation Programme. 

In cooperation with Nina Grúňová we decided to refresh the motif for children T-shirts 

which in 2016 newly decorated T-shirts for girls and boys in all sizes. 

 

Traditionally, we offered all types of our promotional items - badges, car stickers, 

magnets, postcards and T-shirts for ladies, men and kids. Motives Hope, Real Hope and Head 

were gradually moved aside by the motives Africa and the refreshed one for children. We have 

recently expanded our range of car stickers with the English version with the sign Eland Rider. 

Likewise, we decided to create badges with the motif Head in other colours, pink and green. The 

motif of the calf still remains due to its great popularity. Also, the magnet in 2016 got a new 

design showing the male Derby eland. 

Motif for children T-shirts in new design from Nina Grúňová 

http://www.derbianus.webuje.cz/
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One of the promotional items was also a DVD with a documentary film Djink-i-junka: 

Bush was dark about our conservation programme which was produced by Peter Lupták. 

As we wrote in the Annual Report 2015, Peter Lupták tragically died on Tuesday, November 17, 

2015, in a car accident during his vacation in South Africa. We lost not only a friend but also 

an irreplaceable admirer of Africa, so we decided to create a calendar for 2017 with his photos 

in memoriam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The motif of the calendar for the year 2017 was fauna of Senegal through the eyes 
of Peter Lupták 

English version of car sticker, new colour variants of badges and new design of the magnet from the year 2016 
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Internet 

An important means of communication for us is always our website, through which 

we inform the readers about our activities, achievements and plans. In 2016, the Czech version 

of the website www.derbianus.cz attracted 2,158 users to 3,044 visits. The English version 

(www.derbianus.com) registered 859 visits from 720 users; in the case of the French version 

of the website (www.derbianus.org), there were 618 visits from 483 users. Statistics shows that 

most interested fans are Czechs who return to the site repeatedly (30 % of visitors) and spend 

an average of 1.5 minutes here. In 2016, we also launched the www.angihip2017.com website, 

which was designed for those interested in a conference organized in February 2017. 

 

In social media in 2016, we did not expand to any other social networks except 

Facebook, where our activity increased considerably. We also published many posts in English. 

The Association’s profile is still managed in partnership with Jana Ptačinská Jirátová, who 

helped us increase the number of our fans to 681 by December 31, 2016, which means 193 more 

than at the end of 2015. 

Our last internet tool is the e-shop, where we registered 400 visits in 2016 and 

we provided 6 orders in total. At derbianus.webuje.cz you can order promotional items with the 

motif of Derby eland, which can be delivered by post to your home or you can just pick 

it up in the office of the Association at the campus of the CULS Prague, or arrange the delivery 

anywhere in Prague. 

Main web page of the conference AnGiHip 2017 

http://www.derbianus.cz/
http://www.derbianus.com/
http://www.derbianus.org/
http://www.angihip2017.com/
http://derbianus.webuje.cz/
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Media 

In the first half of 2016, the media was particularly interested in foreign visits and the 

related consolidation of Czech-Senegalese relations. And since most of them were run 

in partnership with our Association, our members were fully available to accompany all Czech 

official guests in Senegal to the Senegalese reserves and provide all the information about the 

project. The Embassy of the Czech Republic in Dakar has great credit for this publicity, because 

it regularly informs about these visits on its websites. 

At the beginning of February, Cardinal Miloslav Vlk visited Senegal and appreciated 

the work of our Association on his personal blog. Several important meetings under the auspices 

of the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Dakar were planned for March. The first of these was 

the working visit of the Committee for Environment of the Chamber of Deputies PCR. The result 

of this meeting was the establishment of the Czech-Senegal Inter-parliamentary Group in June, 

which should strengthen communication and facilitate co-operation between the states in this 

area. The formation of this group was also reported by the Embassy of the Czech Republic 

in Dakar. 

After the delegation of the Committee for Environment of the Chamber of Deputies PCR 

left, other important meetings of the representatives of the CULS Prague were organised 

in Senegal, which included also the signing of the Memorandum of Cooperation between the 

CULS Prague and the UCAD. The event was presented not only by the Embassy of the Czech 

Republic in Dakar, but also by the journal of the CULS Prague called Živá univerzita. 

In May, the Czech Minister of Agriculture Marian Jurečka came to see the Derby elands 

and concluded the season of big negotiation visits of the Czech representatives in Senegal for the 

year 2016. The meeting was documented by Pavel Novák who made coverage directly in the 

terrain of Bandia Reserve about us for the Czech radio Český Rozhlas. In the reportage, Markéta 

Grúňová, Soul Fourzoli and Pavla Jůnková Vymyslická speak about the successes and problems 

that accompany the whole conservation programme. 

Pavla Hejcmanová spoke about the critical decline of rare animals in Senegal on Radio 

Prague and the report was submitted by Týden.cz. The new-born calves in "our" reserves and 

the course of her entire stay in Senegal have been recorded by a new member of the 

identification team for 2016. Leah Drury from the Knowsley Safari Park shared them on her 

blog. Furthermore, the Zoo in Košice, Prima Zoom, E15 Czech Export and BusinessInfo.cz server 

were also interested in the Western Derby Eland Conservation Programme. 

http://www.tyden.cz/
http://www.businessinfo.cz/
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In the second half of the year, we moved into the area of radio waves. There 

the members of the Association talked about its activities. E.g. for the Czech Radio Two and 

Czech Radio Plus, interviews were provided by Karolína Brandlová, and for the Czech Radio 

North, there was Pavla Jůnková Vymyslická accompanied by Markéta Grúňová as a part of the 

broadcast for Czech Radio Radiožurnál. 

The new documentary film The Dark Bush, presented by the Czech Television in June 

within the series Nedej se, got the greatest response from the general public. The film is still 

accessible in the Czech Television's video archive. 

Media reports about our activities, interviews and other important events are linked 

on our Facebook profile. 

 

Presentation in the Media 

Newspapers, 
News 
programmes 

Prima Zoom 

Týden.cz 

Živá univerzita 

E15 Český Export 

BusinessInfo.cz 

Radio Český rozhlas Dvojka – Meteor (2 příspěvky) 

Český rozhlas Radio Praha  

Český rozhlas/iRozhlas 

Český rozhlas Radiožurnál – Host Lucie Výborné 

Český rozhlas Plus – Hovory 

Český rozhlas Sever – Planetárium 

TV Česká televize – Nedej se 

Other ZOO Košice 

MZV ČR Zastupitelský úřad v Dakaru (6 příspěvků) 

Blog kardinála Vlka 

Blog Leah Drury 

portál Agris 

 

http://zoommagazin.iprima.cz/zajimavosti/zachrante-antilopu-derbyho
http://www.tyden.cz/rubriky/veda/priroda/ceska-studie-potvrdila-ubytek-vzacnych-zvirat-v-zapadni-africe_380986.html
https://www.czu.cz/cs/r-7210-o-czu/r-7701-pr-a-media/r-8557-casopis-ziva-univerzita
http://www.derbianus.cz/content/uploads/2016/08/E15_1307_2strana.pdf
http://www.businessinfo.cz/cs/clanky/cesti-vedci-bojuji-v-senegalu-za-zachranu-antilop-derbyho-80713.html
http://www.rozhlas.cz/meteor/prispevky/_zprava/proc-si-zirafi-mladata-kradou-materske-mleko--1590447
http://www.radio.cz/fr/rubrique/faits/des-scientifiques-tcheques-mettent-en-garde-contre-la-disparition-despeces-rares-au-senegal
https://www.irozhlas.cz/zpravy-svet/vedci-z-czu-shaneji-penize-na-zachranu-antilop-derbyho-v-senegalu_201606030427_sbartosova
http://www.rozhlas.cz/radiozurnal/host/_zprava/antilopy-derbyho-jsou-nadherna-a-majestatni-zvirata-rikaji-divky-ktere-se-podileji-na-jejich-zachrane--1635047
http://prehravac.rozhlas.cz/audio/3681064
http://prehravac.rozhlas.cz/audio/3700537
http://www.ceskatelevize.cz/porady/1095913550-nedej-se/416235100161004-temna-bus
http://www.zookosice.sk/?zookosice=aktualita&id=474
http://www.mzv.cz/dakar/cz/vzajemne_vztahy/prazske_jezulatko_v_senegalu_dar.html
http://www.kardinal.cz/index.php?cmd=article&articleID=859
https://blog.knowsleysafariexperience.co.uk/conservation-of-the-western-derby-eland-in-senegal-part-1
http://www.agris.cz/clanek/194299
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OUR PARTNERS AND SPONSORS 

General and Main Partners 

The General partner of Derbianus Conservation in the Czech Republic is the Czech 

University of Life Sciences Prague which provides office space and supports its activities 

in many ways. 

 

The Main partners in Senegal are the Society for the Protection of the Environment 

and Fauna of Senegal (SPEFS) which provides a base for the team and, importantly, 

for the herds of the Western Derby eland in the framework of the conservation project, 

and the Directorate of National Parks in Senegal (DPN) headed by colonel Souleye Ndiaye 

at the Ministry of the Environment and Sustainable Development of Senegal in charge 

of national parks and protected areas. 
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Partners 

Cooperation with zoological gardens, and especially long-term support, is an essential 

part of any conservation programme. Our partners are Dvůr Králové ZOO, Zoo and botanical 

garden of Pilsen, Olomouc Zoo, Ostrava Zoo, Zoo in Bojnice and Zoo in Košice. Further 

we cooperate with Liberec Zoo and Jihlava Zoo. The partner organizations let us organize 

regular promotional and awareness raising campaigns on their premises, disseminate 

information about our activities among their staff and visitors, cooperate with us on lecturing 

activities and provide both material and moral support. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The international partners were in 2016 Bandia Reserve, Fathala Tourism Company, 

Knowsley Safari Park, World Association of Zoos and Aquaria (WAZA) and European 

Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA). 
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Donors and Sponsors 

We wish to thank all our sponsors who supported the activities of our Association and 

the Western Derby eland conservation programme. In 2016, the Association received financial 

donations from Knowsley Safari Park, Dvůr Králové Zoo, company VVS Verměřovice s.r.o. 

and from private donors. In 2016, the conservation program was also financially supported 

by Vojenské lesy a statky ČR, s.p. We thank all of the donors. 

 
Ostrava Zoo, Zoo and botanical garden of Pilsen, PLYNOMONT Teplice s.r.o. 

and Embassy of the Czech Republic in Dakar supported us by purchase of a high number 

of our calendars. 

 

Grappes s.r.o. provides free hosting of our web pages. Thank you! We thank Mr. Barvíř 

for a preparation of the production of plush Derby elands and for a long-term cooperation. 
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MORE THANKS 

Besides the above-mentioned partners and sponsors, we wish to thank: 

Lenka Pokorná, chargé d'affaires at the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Senegal, 

for her untiring efforts to promote the Western Derby eland conservation programme 

and wide-ranging support; 

Štěpán Pokorný for helping us at the administrative field in Senegal; 

Miroslav Zámečník for his comprehensive support; 

Iva Pavlasová, Jana Hladíková and Petr Stejskal for account-keeping; 

Míša Filipová for legal advice; 

Tom Jůnek and Michal Varga for their beautiful photos; 

Markéta Antonínová for her long term support and consultancy; 

Jiří Váhala a Roman Vodička for veterinary services; 

Iva Bernáthová, Olivier Detrez, Marie Geierová, Dalila Graffová, Veronika Heglasová, Zuzana 

Holubová and Lucie Foltýnová for intense translation activities; 

Barča Černá Bolfíková for expert and consultancy cooperation; 

Kateřina Štochlová and Markéta Švejcarová for their untiring work and engagement. 

 

  

For the support to the Association the rector of the Czech University of Life Sciences Prague 

prof. Ing. Jiří Balík, CSc., Quaestor Ing. Jana Vohralíková and the Dean of the Faculty of Tropical 

AgriSciences Ing. Jan Banout, Ph.D. 

 

For the help in Czech-Senegalese cooperation we thank representatives of the Czech 

Ministry of the Environment, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Agriculture, 

mainly Mgr. Richard Brabec, Ing. Michal Pastvinský, Ing. Vladimír Dolejský, Ph.D., Mgr. Jiří Mach, 

Mgr. Veronika Vilímková, Ing. Blanka Benešová, Ing. Petra Ptáčková, Ing. Martin Tlapa, MBA, 

Ing. Marian Jurečka, and others. 



42

For cooperation in Senegal: Mousthapa Bodian, Willem Burger, Christopher Brooke, Al-

Hassana Camara, Diné Daniller, Christian Dering, Christophe Dering, Vincent Dethier, Ousseynou 

Diaow, Tidian Diop, Souhel Fourzoli, Mallé Gueye, Lucien Haddad, Mamadou Daha Kane, 

Ousmane Kane, Marzanne Louw, Paul Ndiaye, Souleye Ndiaye, Arnold Neethling, Georges Rezk, 

Bienvenue Sambou, Mamadou Sidibe, Lamine Tamba, Oumar Thiam, Michelle Van Sittert, Leah 

Drury and the staff of the Bandia and Fathala reserves. 

All the students and volunteers who were actively involved in 2016 in the operations 

of the Association: Tereza Beckeová, Iva Bernáthová, Martina Čelakovská, Lucka Čižmářová, 

Petr Fedorov, Viki Fedorova, Michal Folprecht, Hana Gablerová, Kateřina Gašparová, Nina 

Grúňová, Ondřej Halda, Martina Hamříková, Veronika Heglasová, Zuzana Holubová, Tomáš 

Hovorka, Kateřina Hozdecká, František Kopřiva, Michaela Levá, Marie Madziová, Jan Miřejovský, 

Viktor Neštický, Jan Roubal, Hanka Roubíčková, Kristýna Růžičková, Míša Stejskalová, Lucie 

Stoklasová, Petr a Petrnorka Stejskalovi, Markéta Swiacká, Hanka Šimánková, and others. 

For cooperation: Alena Divišová, manželé Bolfíkovi, Pavel Brandl, Eva Coufalová, Michal Dyml, 

Ivan Hájek, Petr Hajn, Tomáš Hovorka, Pavel Hulva, Jakub Jaroš, Radim Kotrba, Peter Lupták 

(in memoriam), Ondřej Máca, Jana Mazancová, Zuzana Mihálovová, Jakub Michalko, Jana Rácová, 

Jan Robovský, Jan Svitálek, Šístek Jiří, Štiková Miluše, Vladimír Verner, Vlasta Vlková, Jan Volf, 

František Zouhar, the students of the Karlín Secondary School and teachers Jana Jeřábková and 

Petra Leibl. 

For international support and cooperation: 

David Mallon – Co-chair Antelope Specialist Group IUCN SSC; 

Edward Richard William Stanley, 19th Earl of Derby – Knowsley Estate, Prescot; 

Jens-Ove Heckel – Chair Antelope & Giraffe Taxon Advisory Group, EAZA; 

Mark Stanley Price – Chair IUCN SSC Species Conservation Planning Sub-Committee; 

Rob Ogden – TRACE Wildlife Forensics Network & University of Edinburgh. 

 We wish to thank the management and the staff of zoological gardens for their generous 

support and for letting us to organize the Days with antelope and other events on their premises 

in 2016. 

 

We thank also Al Bustan Zoological Centre for a generous sponsorship 

of planned conference AnGiHip 2017 and all people who were involved 

in its preparations in 2016. 

 

We thank all those who supported the Western Derby eland by buying our 

promotional material or by other activities.



43

 

 

Derbianus Conservation, z. s. 

Annual Report 2016 

 

Translation: Iva Bernáthová, Zuzana Holubová, Anna Kubátová 

Proofreading: David Mallon 

 

Editors: Karolína Brandlová, Markéta Grúňová, Anna Kubátová, 

Tamara Fedorova, Pavla Hejcmanová, Magdalena Miřejovská 

(Žáčková), Markéta Gloneková, Kateřina Štochlová 

 

Photographs: Markéta Grúňová, Magdalena Miřejovská 

(Žáčková), Carren Molteno and archive of Derbianus Conservation 

 

Published by: Derbianus Conservation, z. s. 

Prague, 2018 

 

Not for sale 


