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     I, along with my Twitter timeline, 
was ecstatic the moment I found out 
the Marching Wildcats were getting 
their own Netflix show. 
    The band has been the heartbeat of 
our school spirit and the sound of our 
times of Bethune-Cookman. 
     So, the thought of millions of 
viewers being able to witness the same 
greatness I can get to watch unfold in 
between classes everyday was beyond 
me.
     It is no secret that marching bands 
have been a part of the rich heritage at 
a lot of our HBCUs for decades now. 
When the stands at football games are 
filled on a Saturday afternoon, half the 
crowd is there waiting for halftime to 
see the Marching 300 and the 14 Karat 
Dancers take the field and put on a 
show.

     “Marching Orders” is a 12-part 
docuseries chronicling the life of being 
a part of the marching band led by 
Donovan V. Wells while offering a 
true glimpse of perfectionist-like work 
ethic that has become responsible for 
the band’s undefeated record. 
     For us, “Marching Orders” is a 
proud moment to see that pride of our 
school reclaim the national spotlight 
they rightfully deserve. But for every-
one else, this is an all-access pass to 
finally see the show behind the curtain 
that’s responsible for the producing 
the electric performances. 
Rating: 

See side bar page 3.  
B-CU's Marching Band, The Pride, is the subject of a new 12-part series. Photo courtesy of B-CU. 

Homecoming promises a series of events 

By Camazia Saunders   

     Homecoming at B-CU normally 
arrives the week before Halloween but 
not this year.
     The madness that is a college home-
coming is set to commence the first 

week in October after two days of 
pre-events including a Homecoming 
Eve bash on Saturday at the Ocean 
Center and a gospel explosion Sun-
day at the Performing Arts Center.
     
     The decision to change the days 
seems to be all about the game. Lynn 
Thompson, athletic director, said 
there are only four homes games this 
year and officials decided it would 
be better to stage homecoming on 
October 6 instead of waiting for the 
game against North Carolina Agri-
cultural and Technical State Univer-
sity slated for Oct. 20.
     
     The theme for this year’s celebra-
tion is “The B-CU Experience."
     Staff and administrators contact-

ed said they are ready for the celebra-
tion to begin.

     “I feel as though homecoming is 
a time for current students, alumni, 
faculty, staff, and community to come 
together to celebrate the traditions 

and legacy about B-CU,” said Cortney 
Parker, manager of student life. “It also 
a time us to celebrate who we are as a 
Wildcat family,” Parker said.
     
     Dr. Ernest Fingers, assistant vice 
president of student life, agreed. 
“Overall, I’d say that homecoming is 
an opportunity for us to take a look 
into the past and the present. It is a 
time for people to come back and re-
visit old classmates that they have not 
seen in years,” Fingers said. 

     “And for the current students, it is 
a chance to see what the B-CU expe-
rience is all about while incorporating 
the traditions of our institution.” 
     
     Meanwhile, below is a list of activi-
ties provided to the Voice:
Sept. 29: Homecoming Eve Bash- 
Ocean Center at 7 p.m.
Sept. 30: Gospel Explosion- Mary 
McLeod Bethune Performing Arts 
Center at 5 p.m.
Oct. 1: Comedy Show- Mary McLeod 

Bethune Performing Arts Center 
at 7 p.m. Special guest include Not 
Karlton Banks, Dessi Banks, Mr. 
Bankshot, and Darren Brand
Oct. 2:  All Black Affair- Ocean 
Center at 7 p.m. Admission is $25. 
Performing artist is YFN Lucci.
Oct: 3: Cultural Extravaganza begin-
ning at 6 p.m. on the Quad.
Oct. 4: Homecoming Step Show at 7 
p.m. in the Ocean Center. Admission 
is $15.
Oct. 5: Pep Rally at 6 p.m. at the 
Ocean Center.
Oct. 6: Homecoming Parade begin-
ning at 9 a.m. on Dr. Mary McLeod 
Bethune Boulevard. 
     The Homecoming Game will be 
that day at 4 p.m. in Daytona Munici-
pal Stadium
     “Come out and embrace the spirit 
of being a Wildcat. Try to find more 
than to be happy about than to com-
plain about. Come out with the spirit 
of celebration,” Fingers said.
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    OPINION2

By Yasmin Price 

Class of 2019  

     Voting is very important in this 
country and yet each year thousands of 
people don’t vote out of habit, indiffer-
ence and in some case, laike of knowl-

edge 
about the 
process.  

     How 
many of 
you are 
familiar 

with America’s Electoral College, the 
political system that we rely on to elect 
presidents and vice presidents of the 
United States? 

     The Electoral College is made up 
of 583 electors, people chosen by their 
respective states. Each state is assigned 
a certain number of electors based on 
its share of senators and members of 
Congress. 

     Florida is important because it is a 
big state, the third most populous state 
in America. Florida also played a big 
role in helping Barack Obama become 
U.S. president in 2008 and 2012. The 

next big political elections in Florida 
will be held on the first Tuesday of 
November.         

     Andrew Gillum, the current mayor 
of Tallahassee, is running for governor. 
He says that he wants to rebuild Florida 
into a state that works for all of us. A 
major part of his platform is to protect 
and expand access to quality, affordable 
healthcare for Floridians.  

     Gillum also is African-American 
and a graduate of Florida A&M Uni-
versity, our biggest HBCU rival.

     Gillum knows that we need to 
strengthen our public schools. If 
elected governor, he has vowed to fight 
against special interest groups that are 
standing in the way of Florida taking 
real action on climate change. I also 
believe he will ensure that Florida is a 
welcoming and safe place for everyone. 

     I think Floridians should vote be-
cause this is our state and we can only 
make a change if we participate. Voting 
is one sure way.  

     We, the people, have the power to do 
anything, but some of us are lazy and 
don’t vote. We have to put in the effort.

to make a change, which is why voting 
in Florida is very important.

"A major part of his 
platform is to 

protect
and expand access 
to quality, afford-
able healthcare for 

Floridians."

Officials say move necessary to 
collect outstanding fees
By Ashlyn L. Denson

     Many students returning to campus 
this fall received a rude wake-up call.
They found that the housing reservation 
that they had made last spring had dis-
appeared and in order to live on campus 
students had to pay any outstanding bills.
     There was a number of students who 
were either escorted from their dorms, 
rejected from the dorm they signed up 
for or assigned to room they did not sign 
up for due to several different reasons.
     The campus rumor mill kicked into ac-
tion. One report suggested that as many 
as 900 students were affected.  Another 
said Housing and Residence Life were not 
allowing students to live in certain dorms 
such as Phase I and II. It was also report-
ed that Bronson had many empty dorms 
while students were declined housing.
     A follow-up by the Voice found that 
such rumors were not true. The num-
ber of students affected was more like a 
couple of hundred but nowhere near 900, 
administrators said.  
     Still, there were issues and Khyrsten 
Bookart, a junior mass communications 
major, was among those who found 
themselves affected. 
     “It was the most stressful time of my 
life,” Bookart said about her experience 
with move-in. She said she had a $10,000 
balance that she had to pay before she 
could move back into a dorm.
Warren Heusner, vice president for en-

rollment management, said officials took 
the action after alerting students about 
their outstanding debts.
  “The final verdict was the removal of a 
student’s housing. Student housing was 
dropped on July 1,” Heusner said. “Emails 
were going out from the bursar’s office on 
a monthly basis.”
Even with the action taken, at the time 
of the interview there were 610 students 
enrolled  this semester that still owed a 
total of about $1.9 million, according to 
Heusner.

     Meanwhile, Heusner said that the ap-
plication process for financial aid for the 
next school year will open October 31. It is 
important, he said, that students take note 
of the deadlines and get their forms in on 

time. “Students must do it,” he said.
     Heusner also said that the school is 
looking to collect $14 million in outstand-
ing balances from about 3,000 that failed 
to return in the last three years. Given the 
school’s current financial predicament, 
collecting those funds should be a priority.  

“It was the most stressful 
time of my life."
-Khyrsten Bookart
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The 14th Amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution granted 
descendants of enslaved Afri-
cans citizenship, but what it did 
not do is give us the right to 
vote. 

Those who came before 
us were systematically turned 
away from exercising their voic-
es. They were treated as if the 
thoughts they possessed meant 
nothing, and even with freedom, 
their voices were still not im-
portant enough to contribute to 
the decision of who should lead 
the country politically.  

Then Congress passed 
the 15th Amendment, which 
prevented any state from taking 
the right to vote away from any 
person based on race, color or 
previous conditions of servitude.

It is one thing to solidify 
a law, but what happens when 
that law isn’t properly enforced? 
Jim Crow laws and poll taxes 
were created to further prevent 
African-Americans from voting. 

It wasn’t until 1964 that 
the 24th Amendment deemed 
poll taxes to be against the law. 
The following year, the 1965 

Voting Act provided Afri-
can-Americans with the actual 
right to vote. 

 Fast forward to 2018 
Florida and you’ll find 
Andrew Gillum, a Miami 
native who was born into 
an everyday family just 
like most of us. He now 
stands as the first black 
Democratic nominee for 
governor of Florida.

 I hope everyone is 
also proud of him, be-
cause he is a product of an 
HBCU.

Among some of his plans for the 
state, Gillum wants to protect 
and expand healthcare for all, 
which is a problem that many 
families face. 

Gillum, who is the may-
or of Tallahassee, is more than 
qualified to be our next gover-
nor. He has developed an inno-
vative economy there, beat the 
gun lobby to protect common 
sense reform, and even stood up 
to President Donald Trump and 
Gov. Rick Scott. 

What I am writing today 
is meant to show how important 

it is to get out and vote. Coming 
from a history of forced silence 
and no political input, we are 
soaring more than we ever have!

An-
drew Gillum 
is a voice our 
ancestors fought 
to have and all 
it takes is one 
vote and many 
voices. We are 
what the future 
needs because 
we are the 

future. 

"...all it takes 
is one vote 
and many voices"    

                                     

Debohnei Reed

We honor our ancestors when we vote
By Debohnei Reed 

Class of 2019

'Marching Orders' Q&A
The Wildcats Marching Band—The 
Pride-- is the subject of a 12-part-
Netflix series titled “Marching 
Orders.” The Voice reached out to 
select band members to see what 
they thought about the making of 
the series.

 Tell me about the Netflix series? 
What is it about? What is the mean-
ing behind it?

Alonzo Davis, trombone player:    
“Marching Orders” is a Netflix series 
that is about the greatest band in the 
land, the Bethune-Cookman Marching 
Wildcats. It shows behind-the-scenes 
[what] it is like to practice as a March-
ing Wildcat. it shows what we have to 
go through being a Marching Wildcat 
and balancing our social life and our 
education."

Clayton Ford, clarinet player: 
"The show is a showcase of the work the 
Marching Wildcats put into every show 
that we do. Though every moment isn’t 
shown, the end product is the pinnacle 
of what can be done with the pride 
for ourselves, the Marching Wildcats, 

Bethune-Cookman University and Mr. 
Donovan Wells."

Chante Weems, clarinet player: 
"Our show, Marching Orders, is about 
how we function as a band on a daily 
basis. It takes hard work and dedica-
tion to have what it takes to be in our 
band. We work under strict leadership 
which keeps us up to par."

What was behind the decision to do 
the show? 

Alonzo: "The Marching Wildcats have 
accomplished many things such as 
music videos, TV appearances and 
several appearances at the Honda 
Battle of the Bands ...maybe 13th or 
14. (We are the) the No. 1 HBCU band. 
People get curious about how we stay 
No. 1 so it would make sense to have 

a series dedicated to our process and 
showing what it takes to be a Marching 
Wildcat as well as what it takes to be 
Bethune-Cookman student."

Ford: "The exposure of HBCUs in a 
positive light in recent years such as 
academic and athletic success has 
propelled social media into rise of black 
excellence. With each day that passes, 
we see more positive examples of people 
that look like us (that) depart their 
alma maters and accomplish what 
our ancestors could have never even 
dreamed about centuries ago. With that 
being said, bands have usually been 
the core or heart of an HBCU. It is only 
natural that the best band out of many 
others would be chosen to be set on an 
international stage."

Weems:  "For some time now, HBCUs 
have had a reputation that seems to be 

falling. We want to show things that are 
good about our schools and put light on 
us. Having a show come out about our 
band gave us shine. We are a well-dis-
ciplined organization and we show 
that. As we show respect, it'll fall back 
onto our school, then give credit to our 
HBCUs."

 Alonzo Davis- "To me, I feel like it was 
more circled   around all the auxilia-
ries. Yes, the band had its moments 
where it showed us marching and 
playing and learning music but mostly 
it shows what it takes to be a part of the 
14k Dancers and Sophisticats Flags. 

continued to page 5

How do you feel about it? Do you 
think it was a variety of opportu-
nities for everyone to shine? 

Text and photos By Tatiana Tyler-Addison

McCloud: 'Stay Woke'
By Nadia Reese
    
     Patricia Russell-McCloud stopped by 
Bethune-Cookman University for this 
year’s President’s Assembly to remind stu-
dents to “stay woke” and to “be leaders”, 
and not followers.
     McCloud urged the estimated 2,000 
students present to continue to pursue 
their dreams and goals despite any obsta-
cles that may get in their way. “I dare you. 
I double dare you,” she said, turning it 
into a chant that students mimicked.
    McCloud also encouraged the audience 
to see knowledge as power and that the 
future is important.
    Students were reminded to “stay woke” 
be loud and to “not follow the crowd” but 
to “lead the parade.”

          Patricia Russell-McCloud.
 

Photo credit: B-CU.

News in Brief

Alonzo Davis Clayton Ford Chante Weems
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    Jarrce Sutton is a mass communica-
tion major with an emphasis in public 
relations and advertising. A Miami 
native, Sutton is hopping to hit it big 
in the world of clothing design. Get-
ting to college, however, he says was 
easy. His mother died before he was 
3 years old and his father was incar-
cerated around the same time. Here 
is his edited “First Person Singular 
Story.”

   “Growing up was the toughest 
thing for me.
    I was in and out of foster care 
homes three consecutive times…. 
After my biological mother passed 
away I’ve been lost mentally wise 
and empty inside.
    

Before my father entered the prison 
system he gave me to his sister—my 
aunt--and told her “take 
care of my shorty until I 
get out.”
   My father’s sister 
Bonnie became my 
mother. His other sisters 
Pamberly and Sonja also 
helped in my upbring-
ing. as did a cousin 
named Nicki.  They 
did a tremendous job 
and I can’t thank them 
enough. They made sure 
I kept my head in the 
books, was respectful, 
and always had faith in 
God….
    One day I was riding 

in the car 
with a relative 
heading to 
Atlanta and 
she asked me, 
“Why don’t 
you start a 
children foun-
dation or a 
clothing line?”
    The light 
bulb lit up 
after she 

mentioned clothing line. I couldn’t 
wait to get back to Miami to come up 

with a name for my brand, figuring 
out who’s my target audience, what 
type of clothes should I sell, just 
thinking long term in the process.
    Finally, I reached home that week-
end and rushed straight to my room 
and found a royal blue notebook 
and start listing different but simple 
names for my clothing line. I didn’t 
want the name to be to complex. I 
wanted it to be simple and eye catch-
ing. I had read a lot of books about 
Steve Jobs and Apple. His enthusi-
asm, perseverance, and ambitious 
toward his company drove me to be 
self-motivated for my brand. 
   After staying up all night going 
through the list of names for my 
brand I finally came up with one. ILL 
ALLEY, “ill” signifying sick (other-
wise known as awesome), and “alley” 
signifying the backway of a building, 
but in my term, alley is a store. So, 
when you put it all together it means 
consumers walking through my store 
experiencing ill or sick clothing. *    I 
researched the brand to make sure 
no one else had this particular name. 
Soon after I got my trademark and 
started thinking about what type of 
clothing I wanted to sell to consum-
ers. I narrowed it to urban wear.    
continued next page.

September-October 2018

Tyla Wheat
Junior

"What I’m looking forward to 
most for homecoming is Goom-
bay. Goombay is my favorite 
event. Also food, drinks, and just 
wholesome fun." 

Akeemia Clements
Senior 

"Step show, comedy show, football 
game, basically everything." 

Ke’Jaunna Kidd
Sophomore 

   "Football game and school spirit."

What events are you looking forward to during homecoming?

Designer beats the odds

Text and photos by Somer Harris

W I L D C A T  R O A R
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Designer  
continued from page 5

    This past summer I made two hot bathing suits 
for the females and the customers went crazy. 
You can check out my Instagram page @illalley and 
my personal page @SuaveJersey, also my websiteW-
ww.illalley.com.
   
     Meanwhile, life has a way of knocking you 
down when you are riding high. I started my 
junior year this semester. One morning while 
sitting in the Performing Arts Center waiting 
to get cleared, I got a phone call from home.  
Pamberly, who had been both my aunt and my 
sister, had passed from cancer
    
     Shocked, in disbelief, empty, robbed of hap-
piness, and lost. That’s how I was feeling inside 
after receiving the news about the woman who 
helped raised me. She was the one who taught 
me how to tie my shoes, the one who told me 
to be respectful wherever I go, and the one who 
told me to have faith and God will do the rest.
    
     Here’s what I say to those who are going 
through adversity and have a dream in life: 
Don’t give up. Keep striving because there is 
always someone out there that is looking at your 
work ethics. … Whatever you do in the dark 
will come to light. Let your adversities push you 
and motivate you in life. * 

(“Ill” in the vernacular of millennials translate to 
awesome.” )

Marching orders Q&A 
continued from page 3

I don't think it was surrounding the entire band and 
what every single section has to go through because to 
insure we sound the way we do when the band comes 
together. Everything is different within every section 
even though the end result is the same, the learning 
curves and dealing with every single person is differ-
ent . And I don't feel like the series showed everything 
or even half of what goes on in that damn room."

    Clayton Ford- "The show was not bad by any 
means. However, I felt like the entire band deserves 
to be highlight if there were to be a second season. 
There are many sections in the band such as piccolos, 
clarinet, saxophone, and more. The auxiliaries’ and 
drum majors’ roles are vital to the program, but I had 
a feeling of incompletion in terms of showcasing the 
entire band. The work behind each staff member is 
a must for the public to see. Without them, the band 
would not be as great as we are now."

 Chante Weems- "I personally love the fact that we 
have our own show. We get to look back on those 
memorable times. When it first aired, I heard that 
majority of the episodes were about our 14 Karat 
Gold dancers, our Sophisticat Flags, and not too much 
of the band. I preferably wish there were more shots of 
the band but I still enjoyed watching our dancers and 
flags." 

How do you feel about it? Do you think it 
was a variety of opportunities for everyone to 
shine? 

      The Tom Joyner Foundation, a 
major driving force in raising money 
for historically black colleges since 
1998, has named Bethune- Cookman 
University its October School of the 
Month.
     The foundation, formed by the 
nationally syndicated radio personality, 
Tom Joyner, will assist B-CU in broad-
ening and strengthening its efforts to 
raise money to help keep students in 
school.
     B-CU will be promoted by the Tom 
Joyner Morning Show during October 
and receive funds raised from listen-
ers, alumni and other interested par-
ties. The show, aired in 105 markets 
around the country, reaches nearly 
eight million listeners every week.

Credit: B-CU Communications
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Nike, Kaepernick both emerge as winners with new ad campaign

     Former San Francisco Giants 49ers quarterback 
Colin Kaepernick hasn’t played an NFL game since 
the 2016 season--which many think likely was his 
last time stepping on the football field.
    Kaepernick, who is best known now for starting 
the player protests during the national anthem at the 
start of games, stars in ads commemorating the 30th 
anniversary of the “Just Do It” slogan. His insertion 
in the campaign drew a mixed reaction on social 
media, including a public rebuke from President 
Donald Trump, who used it to rally his base.   
The rebuke on social media, intended to affect Nike’s 
bottomline, did not have the intended results. 
     Instead, Nike saw the number of sold-out prod-
ucts increase by 61 percent between Sept. 3 and Sept. 
13, the 10-day period that included Nike’s Labor Day 
announcement about Kaepernick’s feature in the 
campaign, compared to the previous 10 days before 
the announcement, according to research by Thom-
son Reuters.
     “Believe in something. Even it means sacrificing 
everything” is the quote the covers the Kaepernick 
ad. 
      The future was looking dim for Kaepernick, who 
opted for free agency in 2017, and was not give a try-
out because of his protest that were meant to draw 
attention to social and racial injustice. Many NFL 
teams passed up on him even when they were in 
need of a quarterback. Some teams didn’t sign him 
because they already have a couple good quarter-
backs and there were teams that didn’t acquire him 
for the obvious reason... his protest. 
     Kaepernick sued the NFL, alleging the owners 
colluded to keep him off the field. A court ruled 
recently that the case, which contends the owners 

violated their collective bar-
gaining agreement with players 
by conspiring to keep him off 

of teams, can move forward. The case hinges on 
whether owners worked together rather than decid-
ed individually to not sign Kaepernick. 
   
    Nike reportedly first signed Kaepernick in 2011 
but has not used him in the last two years. The terms 
of the deal were never disclosed but the apparel giant 
is known for being very generous and Kaepernick, 
whose wealth Newsweek estimated at $22 million 
in 2016, could be looking at an even bigger payday 
following the response to the Nike ad.
     
    After leading San Francisco to the Superbowl in 
2014, Kaepernick signed a seven-year, $126 million 
contract with the team. However,  he only received 
$39.4 million from the deal. 

Wildcats set to play
Nebraska on October 27
     The Wildcats football team has accepted an 
invitation to play against Nebraska just days 
before Halloween.
The two will meet October 27 in Nebraska. 
This will be the first game of its kind for the 
Wildcats against a Big Ten opponent, according 
to a statement from campus officials.
    "Nebraska contacted us in great need of an 
opponent to complete their schedule because 
of the cancellation and we were virtually one of 
the only institutions with the open date of Oc-
tober 27 this year," said Lynn Thompson, B-CU 
vice president for intercollegiate athletics, in a 
published statement.
    "We have been in this situation before and 
had no options. So, after talking it over with 
our staff and administration – and with the 
support of the MEAC office, we were able to get 
the game approved," Thompson said.
     For Nebraska, the game replaces the Corn-
huskers originally scheduled season opener 
against Akron which was canceled due to 
weather, and it allows them to complete a 12-
game FBS schedule.
     "This will allow our student-athletes an 
opportunity to play in one of the historic 
stadiums in college football against one of the 
nations' great football programs," said Terry 
Simms, Wildcats football coach. 
 
     Nebraska will reportedly pay the Wildcats 
$800,000.

By John Huger Jr.

Victory for B-CU Men's Tennis

B-CU Men's Tennis team celebrates victory.  Photo credit: B-CU Athletics

    The Wildcats men’s tennis team 
walked away recently with the 
championship at the HBCU National 
Men’s tournament. 

   The Wildcats’ relentless run 
through the tournament conclud-
ed Saturday, September 22 at the 

USTA National Campus with two 
flight championships and two flight 
runner-up finishes. 
 
   Team members Juan David Na-
varro and Phillip Lynch’s doubles 
victory gave the Wildcats an insur-
mountable lead over Xavier in the 

team competition. Everything after 
that was an exclamation point for a 
team that’s had its share of strug-
gles since a 1-17 dual season in 
2016.
    
  “It’s having a vision, having a goal 
and putting all the pieces together,” 

said B-CU Head Val Villucci, while 
enjoying the biggest win of her three 
seasons here. “It certainly doesn’t 
come easy and I’ve been doing this 
long enough to know that when it 
does happen, it’s very special.”

-------- Staff report

Photo credit: Nike
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"I Double Dare You"-Turnout 2018
    “These are extraordinary times and they 
are dangerous times. But here’s the good 
news. In two months we have the chance…not 
the certainty but the chance to restore some 
semblance of sanity to our politics. 
    Because there is actually only 1 real check on 
bad policy and abuses of power and that’s you. 
You and your vote.”
    Former President Barack Obama speaking at 
University of Illinois on September 7, 2018

Q: WHAT ARE THE MID-TERMS?
       The Mid-Terms are the elections that take 
place two year after a Presidential Election. 
During the Mid-Terms, you can vote for everyone 
except President. People wanting to be our 
governor, attorney general, senator, congressman 
or congresswoman, representative, on the school 
board, and more will be on Mid-Term ballots 
around the country. The elections that will take 
place on Tuesday, November 6, are the first 
midterms under President Donald Trump, and the 
stakes for both parties are incredibly high!
Q: WHAT’S AT STAKE?
“…We know that there are a lot of jobs young 
people aren’t getting a chance to occupy or aren’t 
getting paid enough or aren’t getting benefits like 
insurance. It’s harder for young people to save for 
a rainy day let alone retirement….Making sure 
college students graduate debt free…” President 
Barack Obama
    A couple of weeks ago, the person in charge of 
looking out for students so that lenders wouldn’t 
take advantage of them resigned in protest. 
Student loan chief, Seth Frotman, said the current 
administration does not care about your debt or 
your future but is looking out for banks or other 
lenders. EVERYTHING IS AT STAKE.

Q: WHY ARE SO MANY PEOPLE EXCITED 
ABOUT VOTING IN THE FLORIDA 
ELECTION ON NOVEMBER 6?
      Andrew Gillum is the first African American 
to ever be nominated for the governor of Florida. 
If he wins on November 6, he will make history 
and for the first time in 20 years, Florida will have 
a democratic governor. Below is a statement about 
what Gillum believes and wants to do if elected 
governor of Florida:
    “Mayor Gillum is running the most progressive 
campaign in Florida history — campaigning on 
Medicare for All, repealing Stand Your Ground, 
banning assault weapons, legalizing marijuana, 
a $15 minimum wage, and impeaching Donald 
Trump. 
    He is the only candidate who has the biography, 
platform, and audacity to excite the Democratic 
base to finally end more than two decades of 
Republican control of state government.” — Geoff 
Burgan, 
      Communications Director

Q: WHAT’S ON THE FLORIDA BALLOT?
    The Mid-Term Elections are not just about 
who will become governor of Florida. Yes, that’s 
major but, there are other things on the ballot that 
every voter should focus on. We will be voting 
for either a Republican or Democratic candidate 
to represent us in Congress. The two people are 
Democratic Senator Bill Nelson or Republican 
Governor Rick Scott. There are other democratic 
candidates and republican candidates running 
for other offices. PLEASE DON’T WALK AWAY 
UNTIL YOU HAVE REPONDED TO THE 
ENTIRE BALLOT.

Q: ARE THERE ANY AMENDMENTS ON THE 
MID-TERM BALLOT?
    Yes, there are 14 amendments on the ballot 
that we need to be prepared to vote either up 
or down. For example, if Amendment 4 passes, 
more than 1 million ex-felons will be able to 
vote again after serving their sentence, parole, or 
probation. Right now, three states deny voting 
rights to ex-felons for LIFE and Florida is one 
of them! Ex-felons convicted of murder and 
sex offenders would still not be allowed to vote. 
WATCH OF INFORMATION ON THE OTHER 
AMENDMENTS OR GOOGLE THEM FOR 
YOURSELF.

Q: WHAT IS EARLY VOTING?
    Early Voting gives voters the chance to vote 
before the November 6TH General Election. For 
Daytona Beach and all of Volusia County, Early 
Voting will be from October 27 – November 4. 
The closest place to vote for the B-CU family is 
City Island Library on Beach Street. The times 
are 7:00 am – 7:00 pm. After November 4, the 

November 6th General Election will be your last 
chance to vote and on that day you must vote at 
your own precinct/polling place.

Q: WHEN IS THE GENERAL ELECTION DAY?
    Tuesday, November 6, 2018

Q: WHERE DO I GO TO VOTE?
    If you live on campus and are registered to vote 
in Volusia County, Florida, you vote on  
campus in the CCE.

Q: WHERE DO I VOTE IF I LIVE OFF 
CAMPUS?
    It depends on where you live. If you don’t vote 
at City Island Library during Early Voting, cut and 
past the following website address to find your 
voting location. Do not wait to the last minute to 
find out where you should go to vote.
https://www.voterfocus.com/PrecinctFinder/
Pfinder2012/pflookupfromclassic.
html?county=VOL&fullcounty=volusia

Q: WHERE DO I VOTE IF I’M REGISTERED 
IN ANOTHER COUNTY SUCH AS DUVAL 
OR DADE OR REGISTERED IN ANOTHER 
STATE?
    If you are not registered to vote in Volusia 
County, you will not be able to vote in Daytona 
Beach. You should register to vote where you live 

while you are in school because you will probably 
be in Daytona Beach on Election Day. If you want 
to, you can change your voter registration back to 
your home county or state right after the election. 
CONSIDER THIS: You will probably wake up 
during Early Voting AND on November 6 in 
Daytona Beach.

Q: WHAT CAN I DO IF I REALLY WANT 
 MY VOTE TO COUNT IN MY HOME STATE. 
(In Georgia, Stacey Abrams is the first African 
American to ever run for Governor and you are 
registered to vote there and want to vote for her.)
    You will need to request an ABSENTEE 
BALLOT. This is ballot that you can ask to be 
mailed to you on campus. When you receive the 
ballot, you must complete the ballot and return it 
by the deadline or it will not be counted. Google 
“Georgia supervisor of elections” to find out what 
you need to do and the deadlines for your state. 
Deadlines are different for different counties and 
states. If you wait too long, you will not be able to 
get an Absentee Ballot and it may be too late to 
register to vote in Florida. THIS ELECTION IS 
TOO IMPORTANT TO NOT VOTE!

Q: DO I NEED TO VOTE AT A CERTAIN 
TIME?
    Yes. During Early Voting and on November 
6th, you can vote from 7:00 am -7:00 p.m. If 
there is a line and you are in it by 7, you must be 
allowed to vote! SO, DON’T LEAVE.

Q: WHAT DO I TAKE WITH ME WHEN I 
GO TO VOTE?
    Take your B-CU identification which 
connects you to Volusia County and an 
identification with your signature on it such as 
a debit or credit card or Florida driver’s license. 
You may also take any notes or papers with 
information on it about who you want to vote 
for. YOU DO NOT NEED YOUR VOTER’S 
CARD TO VOTE!

Q: I THINK I’M REGISTERED. HOW DO I 
FIND OUT?
    Go to volusiaelections.org and click on Voter 
Status and put in the requested information. If 
it says there is “no record found,” register again 
before October 9th. 

“Mayor Gillum is 
running the most 

progressive campaign 
in Florida history 

— campaigning on 
Medicare for All,...and 

impeaching Donald 
Trump."

    

Photo credit: Lynne Sladky of CNN
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     Beyoncé and her foundation recently 
awarded scholarships to a number of 
different HBCUs and Bethune-Cook-
man University was one of them. Recent 
graduate Demetrius Weaver was the 
lucky recipient of the $25,000 award. 
Over the course of the past few months, 
there has been a lot of speculation 
whether the award recipient actually 
received all of the money or not. To get 
the answers everyone wants to know, I 
sat down with Weaver to get the truth.

     Talayah: How did you go about 
applying for the scholarship?
     Demertius: First I identified 
the scholarship that was posted 
on social media and I went to the 
Bethune-Cookman website to access 
the application, then did the necessary 
things that were needed to complete 
the application which was an essay, a 
personal bio about myself, and also a 
transcript.
     Talayah: How long did it take for 
you to find out that you were the 
award recipient?
     Demertius: It took nearly about a 
month to a month and a half.
     Talayah: How did you feel when 
you found out that you were the 
lucky winner of the scholarship?
     Demertius: Oh it was a blessed feel-
ing. Financial burden off my back and 
understanding I had school paid for so 

I was just blessed.
     Talayah: There have been rumors 
going around saying that you did 
not receive all of the award money. 
Could you shed some light on these 
accusations?
     Demertius: No, that’s not true. I am 
the recipient of the scholarship and I 
did receive the whole $25,000.
     Talayah: If you could personally 
thank the award givers, what would 
you say to them?
     Demertius: Thank you for letting 
me apply. Thank you for giving me 
the opportunity and my university the 
opportunity, and thank you for just 
letting me be the recipient. There were 
a lot of things I had to go through to 
get it, so I want to say thank you to 
Beyoncé and her organization, and 
most of all thank you to God for this 
opportunity.

Scholarship students speaks out
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It is time 
to Man up
     Bethune-Cookman’s Male De-
velopment Institute recently kicked 
off the fall version of a discussion 
group for just us guys called “Man 
Up Monday.”
    
     And, as a man, it was only nat-
ural that I could check it out to see 
what was up.
    
    First, I learned that the group 
will meet every Monday through-
out the fall semester in the graduate 
seminar room located in the CCE 
at 7:15 p.m.
   
     Fellow student Lawrence 
McCombs was among those that 

attended the first event. McCombs 
said he thought Man up Mondays 
was a good thing for freshman and 
sophomores who are just getting 
acclimated to the school.
  
     He also that it’s a perfect place 
for males to network with each 
other and find out more informa-
tion about various campus organi-
zations.
    
     Sitting throughout the program, 
I realized that this a great organi-
zation to join. It was interesting 
watching how some of the students 
were coming out of their shells 
and getting to know others around 
them. Uplifting and giving knowl-
edge to each other.
   
     I truly feel this could be a great 
experience for men around campus 
to get more involved and aware of 
what’s happening in the communi-
ty around them. Instead of sitting 
on the sidelines, it will give them 
more ways to be a part of some-
thing that hopefully will lead them 
in the right direction down the line. 
     
     Now, all we need are more men, 
regardless of their classification, to 
join.
     Till next time.

Frederick Carlson



The new conveinent umbrellas outside the cafe allows students to ditch the sun while still enjoying the outdoors.    Photo by Stanley Bliazare

Officials adds color to the dorms, including Joyner Hall.  
Photo by Staney Bliazare

More trash cans are now available on campus.                                   Photo by Tatiana Tyler-Addison
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Transportation 
options abound
Planes, trains, uber, and buses 

By Josue Jeune 
     
Transportation is a very 
important part of college life, 
especially for students that 
may live in a different city, 
county, state or even country 
than where they attend school.
     Luckily Daytona Beach is 
centrally located on U.S. 95 for 
those arriving by automobile.         
     The city also is home to the 
Daytona Beach International 
Airport. The airport has three 
carriers—Delta, American 
and Jet Blue.
     If that is not enough, then 
an option is to take an Uber 
or Greyhound bus to Orlando 
International Airport, which 
is about an hour away.
     But be prepared to pay—at 
least for the Uber ride, which 
cost about $119 to get to the 
airport. A better deal might be 
to catch Greyhound, located 
at on International Speedway 
Boulevard and ride to the 

airport for about $20.        
     Undergraduate students 
that live on campus pay $9,412 
a year for room and board, 
excluding those in the resi-
dential life centers that pay an 
Both Uber and Greyhound 
offer service to DeLand, where 
you can catch a train heading 
north or south. Another op-
tion is to car pool home.
     If you find yourself needing 
to get around town, there are 
several different options for 
transportation. For instance, 
if one needs to go to Walmart 
or the  Volusia Mall there is a 
free shuttle that takes students 

every Wednesday and Sat-
urday. The shuttle runs from 
noon to 6 p.m. Students are 
picked up from the Center 
for Civic Engagement and 
dropped off in front of White 
Hall.   
     Votran, the countywide bus 
service, also has stops near 

campus and of course, there 

are cab companies.

Places to Eat 
Near B-CU
By Rennae Morgan

     Daytona Beach is known 
for being the home of Nascar 
and for being located next to 
the “World’s Most Famous 
Beach.” 
     The city, however, is not 
known as a dining mecca. In 
fact, despite the number of 
eating places in town, some 
might say that pickings are 
slim near the B-CU campus. 
    Your options include such 
fast-food eateries as Steak 
N Shake, Popeyes Fried 
Chicken, Jimmy John’s subs, 
Burger King and Checkers 
all within walking distance 
from B-CU.
    If you want something a 
little different, there are two 
family-owned and operat-
ed soul food eateries just 
east of campus—Kinfolks 

Cafe and the Bethune Grill. 
Both were rated at least 4 
stars on Google. 
     

Don’t be surprised 
if the line is all the 
way at the door 
when you show up 
at the Bethune Grill, 
which is a favorite 
among students 
when the café is closed. The 
fast and friendly staff will 
definitely make you feel 
like you’re at your grand-
ma’s house. It has a variety 
of chicken, fried fish, and 
shrimp but it is most known 
for honey wings. 
    Another fantastic spot 
that is a little farther from 
campus is Sushi King, 238 N. 
Nova Road. Daytona Beach 
is finally playing catch up 
with satisfying the sushi lov-
ers with the opening of this 

all-you-can eat sushi place. 
     Lunch cost $11.99 and 
dinner is a little pricey at 
$18.99. The prices might 

seem a little over the top 
but the quality is divine and 
the atmosphere is tremen-
dously clean. Choosing from 
unlimited lobster, spicy tuna, 
salmon, yellow tail, and 
calamari all wrapped up in 
creative rolls it will make you 
have a happy food coma. 
   Also, within walking 
distance of the campus are 
the Brickyard Lounge and 
Grill, the Crab Shack, Krispy 
Kreme Doughnuts and Pa-
sha’s Middle East Cafe. 

Need a room?
B-CU has space
for most 
students 
 
 By Essence Printemps

     Bethune-Cookman houses approxi-
mately 3,000 students on campus.
Making sure that they are safe and 
comfortable is the role of housing and 
residence life. 
     There are 11 dorms on campus: four 
co-ed dorms, four female dorms and 
three male dorms.
     The newest dorms are located in 
Phase I and II (units A-D). These are 
co-ed and used to house freshmen, as 
well as athletes.  

One of the oldest dorms on campus 
is Curtis Hall, which is located in the 
center of the quad. Built in 1922, it was 
gift to B-CU from the estate of Flora 
Curtis. She died in 1920.
     An additional $728 a year for hous-
ing, as well as those in Phrase 2, who 
pay an additional $814 year for hous-
ing.  If you want to live on campus, 
you need to be sure that you reserve a 
space. 
     There is a $200 fee to do so. Note 
that freshmen are not allowed to stay 
in co-ed dorm. This is a privilege for 
upperclassmen. Freshmen also are not 
allowed coed visitation. 
     If you have any questions, com-
ments or concerns you can contact the 
main office phone 386-481-2420 and 
they will answer everything. 

Looking for a place 
to have fun? Start 
here
By Alysa Hinton

     Daytona Beach is a tourist town 
and so it comes as no surprise that 
there are quite a few things to do here 
during free time.
On a hot, sunny day you can cool off 
at Daytona Lagoon, which is a 10-min-
ute-drive from campus, across the 
bridge nearest to the beach. Located 
near the Ocean Center, Daytona La-
goon has every-
thing from arcade 
games to go carts, 
and even an out-
door pool.
     If you don't 
want to cross the 
bridge, then check 
out Sky Zone 
Trampoline Park 
at 1300 W. Inter-
national Speedway 
Boulevard.  It 
features freestyle bouncing, dodgeball, 
fitness programs and more. A little 
closer to campus at 290 N. Nova Road 
is Hanger 15, which markets itself as 
an indoor playground for adult.  “The 
trampoline grid features over 60 tram-
polines, including the famous angled 
wall trampolines, launching decks and 
a few surprises up in the ceiling to test 
your vertical,” according to a market-
ing flier. It is about a 12-minute walk 
from the freshman dorms.
     Looking for something a little 

slower, perhaps to take a date? Day-
tona Beach is home to Cobb Luxury 
Cinema, which features the latest mov-
ies and a dining experience beyond 
popcorn and sodas.  Then there is Cin-
ematique, a small venue on downtown 
Beach Street that showcases talent 
shows, stand-up comedy and even 
short films. 
     Down the street from Cinematique 
is the Arcade Museum, home to the 
first-ever arcade videogame, Comput-
er Space.  There also is a collection of 
full-size arcade and pinball machines, 
as well as a selection of playable home 
console games, according to its online 
site.

     Before you 
get there, be sure 
to check out a 
little coffee shop 
called “Sweet 
Marlays.”
If you still 
wanted to get 
out of town but 
not go too far, 
consider cross-
ing the bridge 
and heading 

south on Atlantic Avenue, which will 
take you to the town of Ponce inlet. 
There you will find the Ponce de Leon 
Lighthouse and Museum. At 175 feet 
in height, it is the tallest lighthouse in 
the state and one of the tallest in the 
United States.
     When you hear someone say “there 
is nothing to do in Daytona,” don’t 
hesitate to share the news.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL

Photo by Ashlyn Denson
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Scenes from Netflix 'Marching Orders'

     Bethune-Cookman University's band 
hit the big time recently with the re-
lease of "Marching Order" on Netflix. 
The docuseries follows the band from 
camp to a major competition. 
    In a scene from the film, above,  
band director Donovan V. Wells preps 
members before hitting the field.
   Left, drum major Xavier Sexton dis-
plays the steely demeaner needed to 
succeed in the band.
   Bottom left, Dersheeri McKay of the 
ban's 14K dances, awaits direction.
    For more scenes go to https://part-
ners.stage13.com/shows/marching-or-
ders/ 

FEATURES


