Techniques to Build with Clay

Building Method to Attach Clay 

Firing Process

	Pinch pots


	Use fingers to pinch clay into a bowl

	Slab built
	Forms are built by joining shapes cut from sheets of clay

	Slab drape mold


	Slab of clay laid over a shape

	Wheel Thrown
	Formed using the centrifugal force of a wheel

	Coil Pots
	Technique of forming clay where “snakes” are used to build objects

	Wedge


	Smashing the clay to take air bubbles out

	Score
	Lines carved into clay that lock two pieces of clay together

	Slip
	Clay with water used to “glue” clay pieces together

	Seal


	Joining two pieces of clay to become one

	Smooth


	To take all the bumps and cracks out

	Clay


	Earth!  Dirt, sand, water

	Leather hard
	When clay has lost moisture but is not completely hardened

	Bone dry


	Completely dry

	Fire
	To heat clay in a kiln to make it harder and stronger

	Kiln
	Special piece of equipment used to fire clay to high temperatures

	Bisqueware
	Fired once, can no longer go back to soft clay

	Glaze
	Minerals that melt over the surface of a pot to make it colorful and shiny.

	Glazeware


	Glazed and fired a 2nd time
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