
Quotes from the Brunette River 6 on reasons for their protests and risks of arrest. 
 
“I would be ashamed, on my deathbed, if I had spent the last years of my life sitting on the 
sidelines, closing my eyes, merely amusing myself, and doing nothing to stop this monstrous 
pipeline expansion pouring carbon into the Earth’s atmosphere.” Catherine Hembling 
 
“My heart breaks with the knowledge of the damage which has already been done, for the lives 
we can never bring back. I grieve the reality that life as we have known it is not something my 
children and future generations can be assured of. I ask you to look into the future, and consider 
how the choices we are making today will be judged seven generations from now.” Ruth 
Walmsley 
 
“Justice requires questioning whether the rules themselves are just. Justice requires fairness, 
inclusion, compassion and understanding. Justice requires the recognition of power and 
resource imbalances between ordinary people and big corporations. Justice requires everything 
that was absent from the Trans Mountain expansion decision: Truth was not told fully, and this 
has compromised justice and democracy. This deficient process enables politicians and Trans 
Mountain to act above the law, with impunity.” Janette McIntosh 
 
“I am not motivated much by hope. I am telling the truth about the urgency of the climate 
catastrophe because I am doing my duty. If you hope to see impact, you will burn out. Instead, I 
remember that this is the last chance to have a habitable planet. If I get arrested, it is not the 
end of the world. The end of the world is the end of the world.” Zain Haq 
 
“Fossil fuel companies have lied to the public, manipulated governments and public opinion and 
knowingly geo-engineered the Earth in a way they knew would kill. No rule of law stopped 
corporations from putting profit over planet. Injunctions are being used now by corporations to 
protect their interests. No injunction protects the victims of climate breakdown.” Bill Winder 
 
“The climate risks of burning the fuel that will be transported by this pipeline were disallowed in 
the approval process. The health risks from the pipeline and the health impacts of added 
emissions adding to climate change were ignored. As a public health physician, my duty is to 
protect public health, and that is why I am compelled to block the project. COVID-19 has shown 
us that we can respond to a health emergency with incredible strength by citizens and 
government. We’ve known that we must transform our energy system for decades and now is 
the time to bounce back better from COVID-19 by phasing out fossil energy sources. The 
pipeline is not in the national interest and will harm the planet. Future generations depend upon 
us to do the right thing now, and spend our money on the future, not the past.” Dr. Tim Takaro 


