
From Prison

This was written on paper while I was serving a 14 day custodial sentence for disrupting a

temporary road on a trans mountain pipeline work site.  This is primarily meant for people in the

so called activist community, but everyone else as well.

Day 1 - North Fraser Pretrial

Prison is a hell well worth experiencing. If Canadian prisons are the best this regime can do, we

have absolutely no excuse for not winning. In other countries, the regime can do quite a lot, have

your fingernails pulled out, shoot your family in front of you and send you the receipt for the

cost of bullets used.

In this text, which I am writing from my cell, I will lay out the ways in which we can win by

filling up the prisons. Based on my experience in prison so far, if we lose because we don’t have

the courage to fill up the prisons, it's entirely on us, not the government. It’s our job to force the

government into sanity, and all it will take is for 200-400 of us to stay in this 2 star facility for a

period of 2 weeks.

Some questions that people ask when confronted with this

● How do we fill up the prisons?

● What do we demand?

● What is prison like?

● Has this worked in the past?

1- Freedom Riders (Civil Rights Movement)

The freedom riders began with 13 people, John Lewis being one of them. I think he was

probably a teenager at the time. He went on to become one of the most influential members of

the civil rights movement; first as part of SNCC (Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee),

and then as part of the ‘big 6’ within the civil rights leadership.

After 20 people had been to prison, the freedom riders had a very rapid period of mobilization

where over 5 months 430 people went to prison, and the government had to pass legislation to

desegregate interstate bussing. 430 people forced the most powerful government in the world to

change its policy.



After the civil rights movement won this very minor demand, this changed everything, and the

whole movement was re-galvanized. And we have seen the same thing happen in the UK. with

Insulate Britain. Although Insulate Britain acknowledges that they lost, the national attention and

discussion that was caused by IB’s dramatic nature, completely changed the mood of the climate

movement,  just as it changed the mood of the whole public, with 70% of the public animated

about Insulate Britain. As a result, Just Stop Oil will now organize a civil resistance

episodewhere 3000 young people will face arrest at least once. This is what it will take to get

legislative  change in the U.K. based on intelligence from the top judiciary in the UK. The

tipping point for the freedom riders was 430 people in prison. It will take 200 people in prison

over 3-6 months and/or 2000 arrests in 2-4 weeks to get to that point in Canada.

This strategy is currently being implemented in Canada, with Save Old Growth and Stop

Highway 413 in Ontario. There are both minor demands like the desegregation of interstate

bussing. Before I write about this campaign, I will write about the biggest block in our way: not

the government or the media, but the activist community itself. But first, I need to eat my lunch,

such as it is.

12:40 PM - Day 2

The Activist Community

Most activists who read this will react in the following ways: (1) “This sounds great, but sitting

down on the highway is not my thing” (2) “People should only get arrested and go to prison if

they have the privilege to do so” (3) “This is something that only great people with strong spirits

can do, not I; and the most common of all (4) “I am in a unique position where I can’t afford to

go to prison.” (5) “I can’t disrupt ordinary people.”

I have had all of these thoughts as well and doubted similar ideas from other people throughout

history. I have overcome all of this because I consider myself to be in service to humanity and

most importantly because we need a fucking win. This is not about me, it's also not about you,

it's about the movement and the next thousand generations.



February 7 - 12:50 PM - Day 3

Starting from number 5 “I can’t disrupt ordinary people”

● Human beings do not exist in isolation. We exist together as a community and we have

certain moral obligations towards one another. In the present context this involves telling

the truth to the public, but not in the same way we have over the past 30 years. We’re

going to speak the truth through nonviolent disruption of the public space, in the tradition

of the people sitting down on the bridges of Selma Alabama. This means that you will be

hated by most people and that’s a good thing. That’s the prophetic tradition, engaging in

transgressive truth telling about something that everyone knows about but no one wants

to face, then you are thrown in prison or killed because of it, and ultimately you will win,

because the government is objectively destroying the country and the province through

inaction on climate change. WE WILL NOT WIN BY ENGAGING IN SYMBOLIC

DIRECT ACTION at the saw mills and at the banks. We win by closing down the Trans

Canada Highway 3 times a week at 10 different points, with hundreds of people being put

on remand.

February 21st - Day 7 - 12:30 PM

● “I am in a unique position where I can’t afford to go to prison”

It’s all about priorities. My proposition is that we can’t afford to not go to prison. People

only go to prison and rebel when they realize that they will lose everything that they love and

care about. When people arrive at premature conclusions of why they can’t get arrested, it's

because they have not emotionally connected with the reality of social breakdown. Social

breakdown means that your off springs and you face a very real prospect of war, starvation and

mass rape, all of this within your lifetine. We will be the most hated generation in human history

if we don’t do whatever it nonviolently takes to resist radical evil.

Secondly, saying that you can’t get arrested for some unique reason is a sign of great privilege.

Most people when faced with radical evil, haven’t had the option to retreat or opt out. So with all

due respect you don’t have the option to opt out, you need to make a decision about whether you

will be complicit or whether you will be in resistance. Your options become binary when you’re

faced with radical evil. Getting arrested once is not the end of the world, the end of the world is



the end of the world. Getting arrested once will mean 20-50 hours of community service, that's if

the charges even get pursued. So let's get on with the job. It's not about us

● “This (getting arrested) is only something that great people do”

False. MLK Jr. was a drunk, Schindler was a thief, Gandhi was a racist. You don’t have to be a

great person to be on the right side of history. Quite the contrary, in order to do what is necessary

to resist radical evil, you need to have the self-knowledge that you’re a bit shit. As the old saying

goes, we’re all sinners.

The other thing to know is that the march 2 years ago with 100,000 people was never going to

result in substantive change, because it was not motivated by a sense of duty, there was no

element of sacrifice. It was a display of activist egos, cloaked by euphemisms about “the planet”

and “urging” “world leaders'' to “act”. That’s not what civil resistance is about, civil resistance is

a prophetic “unlawful” act , while being respectful.

● “People should only get arrested and go to prison if they have the privilege to do so”

This is a historically illiterate position to have. Again and again, people of color have been to

prison and gotten arrested in large numbers in a systematic, organized manner, with training and

all. Secondly, if you have mainly white and privileged people getting arrested, you will

inevitably have a predominantly white movement, in order to have diversity you need people of

color and other marginalized groups to be able to make these decisions for themselves. It is

extremely condescending to suggest that more privileged people should “form a line” or a

variation on that theme in front of people of color during a civil disobedience event. Most major

civil resistance campaigns throughout history were proactively designed and led by people of

color, who went to prison again and again, on purpose.

We need to actively resist this activist NGO dogma that has polluted direct action circles for the

longest time.

● “This sounds great, but sitting down on the road is not my thing”



This is again an activist egotistical sentiment. It's not about you. We need to be empirical about

what needs to be done and what is sociologically required of us in order to force change on the

government. All of us, in 2022, have an obligation to have a service orientation to the movement.

If you are thinking “I’ll just wait until something else comes along '' or “there’s a flaw in the

design of this campaign”...tough! We don’t have the luxury of pure critique, we have to be in

service to the ongoing campaign and start a separate campaign in a highly organized manner, if

we object to the ongoing Save Old Growth mobilization. It's about what we can do for this

movement, not what this movement can do for us.

How do we fill up the prisons?

Attend a Save Old Growth talk and training and you will be informed what the consequences are

and you will be given the information you need. The process of filling up the North Fraser

Pretrial involves getting arrested again and again on the Trans Canada Highway during morning

rush hour until you are put on remand (awaiting trial) for being bad. You will be in prison with

others in the movement.

How was prison?

Prison is not easy, but it is also the easiest prison to be in compared to anywhere else in the

world, maybe with the exception of Scandinavian ones. Again, we have to work backwards from

our goals and make our peace with the consequences, instead of the other way around. You first

decide what your duty is based on the emotional reality of human annihilation coming down the

line, then you come up with a plan for how to deal with the consequences, otherwise you will

never step up. We have 3-4 years to save humanity, according to Sir David King.

That’s it.


