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Confrontation looms between TMX pipeline and
Burnaby land defenders

Unceded kʷikʷəƛ̓əm Territory (BURNABY, BC) — A TreeHouse Siege has
begun in Metro Vancouver. Yesterday, the peaceful treesit that has blocked
construction of the Trans Mountain Expansion (TMX) pipeline for over a
year was enclosed by blue security fencing, and security restricted access
to food delivery. There is concern that Trans Mountain intends to starve the
tree sitters or to extract them with unskilled contractors.

At 10:00 on Wednesday, media are invited to accompany supporters
bringing food to the enclosed tree sit and confront TMX security. Meet
at Hume Park. Contact Rod Marining (604) 219-3424.

The tree sit at Lost Creek has grown since the first structure appeared in
Dec. 2020. In addition to more treetop structures, situated 15-30 metres
above the ground in bigleaf maples, the number of tree sitters has grown,
too. Hundreds of citizens are on standby to protect the non-violent land
defenders.

Ground supporter and Burnaby Climate Hub Lead, Andrew Williamson,
said: “We call on the Liberal Party of Canada - and all federal candidates -
to cancel this project. Canada declared a climate emergency in 2019, and
since then even the most conservative agencies make it clear that
canceling TMX is the best thing we can do for humanity, much less our

https://globalnews.ca/news/5401586/canada-national-climate-emergency/


children (see Code Red for Humanity; moratorium on all new fossil fuel
infrastructure).”

Land defenders think that a physical extraction from the tree will be difficult
for several reasons. Mo Curran, tree sitter and Green Party candidate,
explains: “For one, the canopy is tied up with a spiderweb of ropes, which
may deter arborists. Also the surrounding terrain is steep and thickly
vegetated, with no even ground. The treetop camp itself is fortified in such
a way that makes the trees difficult to climb”. Whether or not Trans
Mountain is legally permitted to starve the activists remains to be seen.

Timothée Govare, one of the tree sitters, said: “Speaking on behalf of our
grassroots coalition, we are here for future generations and for the trees;
for everyone and for all life. Trudeau may have authorized the destruction
of our first two treehouses at Holmes Creek, and authorized the extinction
of salmon runs and endangered species along the pipeline route, but we
will keep coming back. We won’t back down. Our commitment to delay or
cancel construction of this project is unshakable.

###

Media Contacts
Maureen Curran: (604) 828-5070
Timothee Govare: (778) 772-6690
Andrew Williamson: (604) 220-7652

For more information:
Web: https://stopTMX.ca
FB: https://www.facebook.com/StopTMX
Twittert: @PPSTMX1
YouTube: Protect the Planet Stop TMX
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The $20 billion pipeline project was purchased from Texas oil giant Kinder
Morgan by the federal government in 2018. Costs on the pipeline have
ballooned since the purchase. The project is opposed by the Squamish
Nation, Tsleil-Waututh Nation and Coldwater Indian Band, who were denied
leave to appeal by the Supreme Court of Canada. It also conflicts with
Canada's commitment under the Paris Climate Agreement to keep global
temperatures from rising above 1.5 degree Celsius. The project would
impact numerous drinking water sources along the route, Burrard Inlet and
Tsleil-Waututh, Qayqayt and other First Nations, Burnaby Mountain and
Simon Fraser University. It would also spell a 7-fold increase in tanker
traffic in the Burrard inlet and an increased threat to the endangered
Southern Resident Orcas. The Province of British Columbia, the State of
Washington, and 20 municipalities oppose the pipeline project, including
the Cities of New Westminster and Burnaby.

The existing Trans Mountain pipeline is already a major environmental and
public health hazard with a long history of disastrous spills. In June 2020,
50,000 gallons of crude oil spilled from a pump station located above an
aquifer that supplies the Sumas First Nation with drinking water. The
thirteen 67-year old tanks at the terminus of the pipeline are too close
together to put out in the event of a fire, according to the Burnaby Fire
Department. 240,000 people live within the 4.2 km radius of the site that is
considered an evacuation zone including 32,000 members of the SFU
community.

A growing number of insurers have pulled out of the pipeline project; those
still involved are facing pressure to divest. In November 2020, the Canada
Energy Regulator released a report stating that there is no need for any
pipeline expansion if Canada takes measures to curb GHGs. In Sept 2020,
economists warned notes that the TMX project was no longer financially
viable. Indigenous groups, as well as the final report of the National Inquiry
into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls have pointed out
the connection between resource extraction man-camps and violence
against Indigenous women.
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The coalition of environmental groups opposing the TMX pipeline includes,
but is not limited to, Protect the Planet Stop TMX (PPST), Mountain
Protectors, Protect the Inlet, Extinction Rebellion Vancouver, STAND.earth,
Burnaby Residents Opposing Kinder Morgan Expansion (BROKE), Climate
Convergence, Dogwood, Colony Farms Regional Park, and Wilderness
Committee.


